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Proietti wins 
‘national award 


photo courtasey of Kathleen Proeitti 


Kathleen Proeitti, right, with former student and lab assistant 
David Goulet, who works in the tutoring center at NECC. 


Professor honored 
for excellence in 
teaching technology 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


Between winning a national 
award and being named an assis- 
tant dean, NECC professor 
Kathleen Proietti, a high school 
dropout, said she cannot believe 
how well her life is going. 

Proietti, 54, department chair 
of computer aid and informational 
sciences at Northern Essex, 
received word on Tuesday, Feb. 17 
that she had been awarded the 
David R. Pierce Faculty 
Technology award for 2004. 

This national award, which is 
given annually to two professors is 
sponsored by Microsoft corpora- 
tion and is given out by the 
American Association of 
Community Colleges. 

“I’m reading the announce- 
ment and I’m still in shock,” 
Proietti said. “It’s such an honor.” 


Proietti and NECC president 
David Hartleb will be going to 
Minneapolis,Minn. on April 24 to 
accept the award in a ceremony 
given by Microsoft. The award 
will also come with a substantial 
monetary award close to $5000. 

She stated many of her peers 
have come out to congratulate her 
with countless letters, e-mails, 
drop in visits and even a few 
posters in the science department. 

Proietti said Susan Grolnic 
nominated her for the award, the 
associate dean of math, science 
and technology. Joanne Ronsivalli, 
another computer science profes- 
sor, also wrote a letter of recom- 
mendation explaining how Proietti 
inspired her to enter the field of 
teaching. 

This news came on the heels of 
Proietti being named assistant dean 
of math, science and technology. 

“I never imagined being a 
dean,” Proietti said. “I’m just a 
teacher.” 

She felt this was quite an 
accomplishment for someone who 
had dropped out of Haverhill High 


See Proeitti, page 6 


Local rapper showing 
his skills in the 


freestyle game 


Study shows NECC’s 
popularity rising 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


A marketing survey conducted by 
the college showed that NECC’s 
image in the surrounding area is 
much more stronger than expected, 
according to director of marketing 
and advertisement Ron Taber. 

“The image of NECC is improv- 


_ing,” said Taber. “More people are 


considering enrolling.” 

Taber explained to the NECC 
Board of Trustees that a survey was 
done-of 600 people—300 current or 
former students and 300 people with 
no association with Northern 
Essex—about various elements of 
the college and whether they would 
consider enrolling. 

“I was absolutely amazed,” said 
NECC President David Hartleb. “I 
never thought we would get some- 
thing this positive.” 

Taber stated the survey turned 
out results which were very positive 
to the college. 

According to the results of the 
survey, 62 percent of people 


answered “NECC” when asked what 
was the first local college that came 
to mind. Second was Merrimack 
College with 18 percent. 

When asked about the reputation 
of the college, NECC received a 20 
percent “excellent” raking among the 
general population and 31 percent 
“excellent” from students. 
Merrimack had the highest marks 
among the population with a 26 per- 
cent excellent ranking... 

Taber stated this was a good sign 
for the reputation of the college and 
showed NECC’s advertising was get- 
ting out to the masses. 

“NECC is getting better results 
than people who are spending 10 
times as much,” Taber said. 

He said he found the flexibility of 
Northern Essex’s classes, cost effec- 
tiveness and transferable credits have 
helped to give the college its solid 
reputation, and has served as adver- 
tising on its own and is helping to get 
more students to consider the college. 

While the reason for the survey 
was to see the effectiveness of 
NECC’s advertising, Taber stated he 


was happy it showed how popular the 
college is. 

Also addressed at the NECC 
board of trustees meeting was the 
growth of learning communities. 

Learning communities are the 
combination of two classes which are 
somewhat linked into one. The two» 
classes, such as American History 
and American Literature are linked 
into one and are taught by two 
instructors who address their field, 
according to NECC Professor Sandra 
DeVellis. 

While students in the class would 
receive two grades, the class is total- 
ly linked into one class, with neither 
subject separating or standing out 
individually, according to Professor 
Barbara Stachniewicz, the learning 
communities resource person. 

She expressed the learning com- 
munities help students find a greater 
connection in what they are learning 
and it helps them to see why they 
should learn certain things which 
would otherwise be isolated in other 
classes. 


See Trustees, page 7 


MassPIRG tells college of the 


dangers in mercury 


By BILL DONOVAN 
News Editor 


MassPIRG_ kicked off its 
“Environmental Alert Program” Fri. 
Feb 20 at noon in the lobby of the C- 
building, setting up an informational 
table advising students on the high 
mercury levels in food and bodies of 
water in Massachusetts. 

“All I want is awareness of this. I 
just want to grab people’s attentions,” 


explained NECC student and 
MassPIRG  chapter-chair Cailin 
Mcfarland. 


Mercury is a harmful chemical 
found in every body of water in 
Massachusetts and the fish swim- 
ming in it. It is caused by air pollu- 
tion from power plants around the 


state ,which seep into the water. 

To grab students’ attentions, 
MassPIRG campus organizer Patrick 
Carey walked around the C-building 
lobby in early January with a can of 
tuna fish saying “Who likes tuna 
fish?” Tuna fish can contain large 
concentrations of the chemical in it 
due to the large sizes of the fish. 

“It’s really quite ironic, because 
people say fish is brain food, where- 
as consumption of fish like swordfish 
and tuna can cause neurological dis- 
eases in children,” added Mefarland. 

Levels of mercury also pose a 
threat to pregnant women. During 
this time, the chemical can filter into 
their blood streams, causing brain 
damage to the children they are car- 
rying. One in six women in the world 


has mercury in her blood. 

“Mercury really affects children 
and women and the point of this cam- 
paign is to alert people of the dan- 
gers,” stated Carey. 

MassPIRG cites the Bush admin- 
istration as a leading factor in not 
helping alleviate contaminated 
waters in the country. 

“Bush’s policy lacks in employ- 
ing clean air technology into the 
country. His policy will let six times 
more mercury into our waters. This 
could lead to a 500 percent to 600 
percent increase of the chemical’s 
concentration,” stressed Mefarland. 

“The EPA (Environmental 
Protection Agency) and Bush admin- 
istration want to let these power 


See Mercury, page 8 
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Proietti’s story is 
one for the ages 


When anyone hears the story of a 
woman who drops out of school at 
the age of 16, has a child soon after 
and has two children by the age of 
18, they expect the story to have a 
rather sad ending. 

The story gets even worse, as 
this woman is working three jobs to 
support her two children as a single 
parent, and she must do it all without 
a high school diploma. 

Another tear-jerking, sad ending 
right? 

That is, of course, not the case 
for NECC Professor Kathleen 
Proietti. 

Ok, now what if it was thrown in 
that this high school dropout would 
one day get two master’s degrees and 
fall in love with being in school? 

Most would say this sounds more 
like a Disney movie than real life, 
but that is, of course, the story of 
NECC professor Kathleen Proietti. 

Proietti has two master’s, and 
while getting them found her life’s 
true path, teaching. 

That’s right, someone who didn’t 
even get her GED until the age of 37 
has found a true love in going to 
class every day. 

Professor Proietti said other than 
her husband and children, there is 
nothing she loves more than teach- 
ing. 
She stated she thinks about what 
made being a student hard for her, 


and uses it to help her students. She 
expressed she always thinks about 
her years in school and how she 
wanted teachers to teach her. 

She added that she loves coming 
to school and teaching so much she 
has trouble going to sleep at night 
because she wants to get to school 
the next day. 

Yeah, this is someone who had to 
leave high school at 16. 

She doesn’t only love to teach, 
but she is receiving lots of credit for 
her pursuit of her passion. 

In February, Proietti was named 
NECC assistant dean of math, sci- 
ence and technology. So she now has 
even more authority in educating stu- 
dents in her favorite subject, technol- 
ogy. 

The accolades go beyond 
Northern Essex, as she received the 
David R. Pierce Faculty Technology 
Award. This annual national award is 
given to two professors who demon- 
strate among other things, inspiring 
students to enter and excel in a tech- 
nology field. 

Isn’t that fact so fitting for 
Proietti, as so much of her story is 
inspiring for students. 

Just being able to raise two chil- 
dren at such a young age is inspira- 
tional in itself. Returning to school 
makes it even better, and excelling at 
a national level makes it amazing. 

But in any case, this would make 
one heck of an inspirational Disney 
story, wouldn’t it? A woman who left 
high school to become a nationally 
recognized college professor. 

Need a writer? 
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Roaming Reporter 


What do you think about 
same-sex marriage? 


Fran Conlin, Outreach specialist 

“Gay and lesbian people should have 
the same privileges as straight peo- 
ple. Love matters more than gender.” 


Jon Thomas, Liberal Arts/ History 
“They should be able to marry, but I 
don’t think society is really ready 
for that. Maybe in the future.” 


Laura Fedele, Chemistry 
“I’m in favor of equal rights for all 
citizens. 


Photos by Kelly Fitzgerald 


Irving Calixto, Nursing 
“Everybody has their own opinion. 


Respect what other people think, 
it’s their own personal life. If you 
want to get married, get married. 


Jed Mannheimer, Multi-media 

“It should be represented by the 
constitution, but I don’t know how 
important it is. 


Mark DeMeo, Journalism 

“If a person is homosexual or hetero- 
sexual, they should have the same 
rights to marry and it shouldn’t be 
denied.” 
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Why should the youth of America 


even bother voting for anyone? 
—_¢¢—____—_ 


It was like watching ‘American Idol’ 
and seeing the most out-of-tune singer 
win it all, while the obviously talented 
people were sent home. 


Should young 
Americans go out 
and vote? 


By KELLY FITZGERALD 
Opinion Editor 


Like many 
Om tolh vee 
Americans 
between the 
ages of 18-30, I 
have never been 
~~ interested in 
politics. 

Seeing it on 
television con- 
stantly- 
whether on the news or pre-empting 
my usual television shows—always 
kind of bothered me. 

I have been of voting age for six 
years and have never voted or even 
registered to vote. There’s no reason 
why. I take the attitude that one vote 
is not going to change America. 

But with this year’s presidential 
election, | found myself becoming 
more and more interested and got 
pulled in. I read the stories about 
Bush and didn’t agree with almost 
every decision he was making. We 
went out and destroyed a country 
that hates us, and now we are sup- 


posed to pay to fix it? 

Anyway my point is: Maybe | 
should vote to change things. I real- 
ized quickly I’m definitely a 
Democrat. Through some journal- 


ism class assignments I found 
myself watching presidential 
debates. 


I was drawn to none other than 
Howard Dean. At the time he 
seemed like the obvious winner. The 
press seemed sure he would easily 
grab the nomination. 

Before any of the primaries 


started, | watched one of his speech- 
es and the things he said actually 
kept me interested. That same night, 
I went online and printed out my 
voter registration form. Howard 
Dean had my vote when primary 
time came around. 

Even though he went nuts after 
losing the Iowa Caucus with his 
now infamous “I have a scream 
speech,” I still liked him. He 
showed passion with his screams. 
Maybe he did sound like he was 
heading to “Wrestlemania” to take 


on Hulk Hogan, but it didn’t change 
my opinion of him. 

Honestly, did he change because 
he got really into his 
speech? 

No, he didn’t! 

He was still the same 
candidate he was before, 
but Dean’s popularity 
dropped, and it seemed 
like his campaign was 
over before it really got a 
chance to begin. 

I watched the results 
of the primaries every 
week and saw Dean 
falling behind more and 
more. It was like watching 
“American Idol” and see- 
ing the most out of tune 
singer win it all while the 
obviously talented people 
were sent home. 

Dean lost every single 
primary. Then he began to 
talk about dropping out of 
the race, or how he would 


never drop out of the race. 

Finally after the Wisconsin pri- 
mary, Dean finally threw in the 
towel, as did I with my dreams of 
voting for the first time. At this 
point in time, | can say | wouldn’t 
vote for any of the front runners. I 
don’t care for Kerry, and I know 
nothing of Edwards. 

And don’t get me started on 
what I think of Bush. Maybe the rea- 
son many of today’s youth don’t 
vote is because we never get a can- 
didate we can trust in. 

Candidates only seem to go for 
issues which affect the older genera- 
tions. They are the ones that vote, 
right? If more candidates started to 
talk about issues that affected the 
youth, I believe more of them would 
vote. It could change the way a lot 
of things are run. 

Hopefully at some point the 
youth of America will realize the 
power they do have and get out their 
vote. As for Howard, there’s always 
2008! 


Freedom for everyone to chose who they marry 


Marriage is what the 
US needs to have 
more healthy stable 
families 


By BRENDA BOLDUC 
Contributing Reporter 


As Americans, 
we have the right 
"of free speech, 
freedom of reli- 

ion, freedom to 
bear arms and so 
gon. But why in 
this day and age, 
there are still some 
that feel we 
shouldn’t be allowed that same right 
to choose who we love or marry? 

Our country has become very 
powerful and strong because of these 
rights and freedoms. It is a strong 
belief among Americans we are indi- 
viduals who are free to think, invent 
and change the world, We can earn a 
prosperous living, raise a family, pay 
taxes, (unfortunately) and own a little 
piece of the American pie. 

So in saying this, why are reli- 
gious groups, senators, or congress 
interfering with who we choose to 
love? Should it matter to anyone 
other than the people involved what 
our sexual preferences are? Two con- 
senting adults should be allowed to 
make those decisions for themselves, 
it is their right as free thinkers and 
Americans. 

Is it possible as we enter the 
twenty-first century that there are 


still people who are so close-minded 
and homophobic they actually 
believe it would threaten our society 
if people of the same gender were to 
marry? 

Everyone has an opinion and the 
freedom to express that opinion. It is 
what has made this country so strong 
and wonderful to live in. But we need 
to remind religious groups, politi- 
cians and even individual people the 
only time it’s valid to enforce our 
beliefs on someone else is if what 
they are doing is hateful or harmful 
to humanity. It certainly isn’t harmful 


sana aly elie 


Why are religious 
groups, senators, or 
congress interfering 
with who we chose 
to love? 


to love someone. 

Take a good look around. Have 
you noticed the success rate of mar- 
riages right now? More than 51% of 
marriages end in divorce. Our society 
isn’t crumbling because people are 
getting divorced or gay people want 
the right to marry. Our society is 
crumbling because individuals aren’t 
teaching their children the values to 
respect life and be decent, caring 
human beings. 

Families are being broken up 
every day. The family unit as we 
once knew doesn’t exist as strongly 
in this country as it once did. 
Extended families are forming; step- 


mothers, stepsisters, single-mothers, 
single-fathers, it goes on and on. 
Would it be so horrible if two men or 
two women married ard raised a 
family? All children need and want is 
love, guidance and acceptance. 
Whether that comes from two fathers 
or two mothers shouldn’t be an issue. 

The most important components 
of a healthy family are people living 
together who respect each other and 
love one another. Where is it written 
that a family can’t have two parents 
of the same gender and not share 
these same qualities in a family set- 
ting? 

It is also the opinion of some that 
children involved in same sex rela- 
tionships will suffer. The reality how- 
ever is that it’s not the parents rela- 
tionship which makes the child suf- 
fer, but the non-acceptance and 
ridicule of others in our society that 
causes harm and sadness to these 
children. 

With all the unloved, neglected 
and abused children in this country, 
do you really think if they had the 
opportunity to be loved by two par- 
ents, even if they were the same gen- 
der, they would pass it by? | think 
that is highly doubtful. 

People only need to open their 
minds and put things into perspec- 
tive. Gay people are regular people; 
they are your friends, family mem- 
bers and co-workers. They sleep, eat, 
walk and talk the same. They experi- 
ence joy, sadness, love and hate. All 
they want and deserve are the same 
rights we all have as American citi- 
zens and human beings, and that is 
the right to love, marry and raise a 
family with whomever they choose. 


The difference between 
marriage and civil unions 


Marriage 
-States grant marriage licenses 


to couples. 


-Couples receive legal 
protections and rights 
under state and federal law. 


-Couples are recognized 


as being married by 
the federal government 
and all state governments. 


-Religious institutions 

are not required to 

recognize marriages or perform 
marriage ceremonies 


Civil Union 


-State would grant 
civil union licenses to 
couples. 


-Couples receive legal 
protection and rights 
under state law only. 


-Civil unions are not 
recognized by other states 
or the federal government. 


-Religious institutions 
are not required to 
recognize civil unions 
or perform civil union 
ceremonies. 


The Observer welcomes 
letters from our readers 


Send email to: 
observer@necc.mass.edu 
Or drop off letters: 
Observer newsroom, F-129, 
Behrakis Student Center 


Letters must be signed and 
should provide a phone number 
or email contact information 
for verification. 
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Why are videogames now socially acceptable? 
ee POND. 


By BILL DONOVAN 
News Editor 


Video- 

games have 
come a long 
way from the 
= simple, black 
and white tab- 
ble-tennis 
A Atari game 
+) “Pong.” 
i Today, 
game graph- 
ics (their 
appearances) 
have advanced greatly. 

In “Grand Theft Auto 3” for 
example, you as a player are 
immersed in a three-dimensional 
environment, walking around a 


giant city as an aspiring criminal 
out for revenge. 

What | find strange now is 
games are now considered by peo- 
ple as being socially-acceptable. 
When I was a kid, playing amazing 
games on Super Nintendo like 
“Super Mario World” and “Legend 
of Zelda: A Link to the Past” peo- 
ple I knew were chastised for play- 
ing games. “Cool people” would 
say things like “Oh, all your gonna 
do this weekend is _ play 
videogames.” 

But nowadays, it’s the “trendy” 
thing to do. I think one of the main 
reason’s of this is because people 
can now play games like “Halo” 
and “Madden” online with friends. 
As a person plays, they can com- 
municate with other players. 

Also, games are written about 
now in all kinds of magazines, 
such as “Rolling Stone,” 
“Entertainment Weekly” and 


EST peo 


Videogames are a way of escape in our 
everyday lives, a place to go when you 


need time off. 


“Maxim.” Its not just videogame 
magazines just for gamers any- 
more, people. The so-called “geek” 
looking at gaming magazines in a 
store now feels embarassed as an 
attractive woman stands next to 
him perusing “Electronic Gaming 
Monthly.” 

Games are now played on mil- 
lions of cell phones as well by all. 
Just recently, Nokia released a 
phone/mp3 player/game system 
known as the N-Gage. Walking in 
the mall food court or riding on a 
train, you see people stealthily 


playing “Splinter Cell,” while 
arguing on their phone about their 
job to their friend 

I think the idea of people shar- 
ing the same values is fine, 
whether it be videogames or sports. 
But why now? Videogames have 
been around since the late seven- 
ties and early eighties.. 

Now, the people who mocked 
you for enjoying the fighting game 
“Mortal Kombat” back in the mid- 
nineties are enjoying the combat of 
today’s “Soul Calibur 3” on 
Gamecube, X-BOX and 


Playstation 2. 

Perhaps games are now popular 
to all because their themes are 
more interesting and complex. It’s 
no longer just Nintendo’s Mario 
breaking blocks and stomping on 
nefarious turtles. You can be any- 
thing you want in , a police officer, 
a criminal, or a star quarter-back. 

This is probably why people 
are now attracted to videogames. 
They’re like movies, you as the 
viewer become the characters 
depicted. You're there fighting 
Nazis on D-Day in the popular 
“Medal of Honor” war games. 
You’re hitting the winning run at 
Fenway park in “All-Star 
Baseball.” 

Videogames are a way of 
escape in our everyday lives, a 
place to go when you need time 
off. Perhaps this is why many peo- 
ple use them these days. 


Videogames have always been popular 


By DEREK BEDARD 
Staff Columnist 


In all due 
respect to Mr. 
Donovan, 
video games 
have always 
been = main- 
stream, to a 
point. 

Take for 
example in 
the fall of 
Kombat 3” was 


1994, 
shipped to arcades all over this 


“Mortal 


great nation of ours, and in arcades 
all over, there were lines of hun- 
dreds of anxious video gamers wait- 
ing to pop fifty cents (an insane 
amount to charge for a video game 
at the time) to play it. 

Those lines were not made up 
of “geeks,” “dweebs” and “nerds,” 
they were made up of normal adults 
like you and | who worked “nor- 
mal” jobs, and had “normal” lives 
(if you even want to define what 
normal is.) 

And how do I know this? 
Because I’ve lived it, I was there 
when it came out, | waited in those 
lines. 

If you remember, you can even 
go back to 1983 when the game 
show based around video games 


called “Starcade” aired on TBS 
Superstation, a mainstream TV sta- 
tion, and one of it’s highest rated 
shows at the time. 

I'll also most certainly tell you 
“Pong” and Atari certainly were not 
hidden, they were all over the news 
and sold out in stores all over the 
nation with “normal” people wanti- 
ng to try the experience. 

Finally, how can you forget 
about “Pac-Man,” which was the 
rage of the nation in 1981. I mean, a 
whole nation, not just the under- 
ground “nerd” connections. 

So to be quite frank, video 
games have indeed always been in 
the mainstream. Sure, it’s not 
always been there for it’s benefits, 
more or less, it’s been in the media, 


—_¢¢— 


How can you forget 
about ‘Pac-Man,’ 
which was the rage 
of the nation in 1981. 


thanks to windbags like Tipper 
Gore trying to shut down the video 
game industry because games were 
“too violent.” 

But they’ve always been there 
none the less. So no, it’s not just a 
new “phenomenon” or whatever 


you want to say. 

However, if you ask me, I'd like 
to think that since the advent of 
PC’s, video gamers have become 
more “nerdier” and become more 
confined to their homes twenty four 
hours a day, thanks to games like 
“Everquest” and “Halo”, they’re no 
longer acceptable. 

Now, if you really want to think 
about it, video games had that 
mainstream appeal in the 1980's, 
just like another passé issue, that 
being Professional Wrestling, but it 
always had that mainsteam appeal, 
and they will always have that little 
place in the news, the television 
shows, etc. It will always be there 
and always has been there. 


CLEP tests offer NECC students 
class credit for prior 


The credit for life 
learning program 
By EMILy DIGNAN 


Contributing Reporter 


; Nothing is 
* more frustrat- 
ing than sitting 
through a lec- 
ture on infor- 
mation you 
already know. 

Not only is 
it boring, but 
it’s also a waste of your time and 
money. 

If you’re required to take a cer- 
tain class for a program require- 
ment, you may find yourself in this 
situation right now. 

However, the Center for Adult 
and Alternative Studies offers sever- 
al ways to avoid this situation 
through their Credit for Life 
Learning program. The easiest way 
is to sign up for a CLEP test. 

CLEP tests are standardized 


subject area tests for which any stu- 
dent is eligible. If the student passes 
the test, he or she receives college 
credit for that course— it’s that sim- 
ple. 

Cynthia Therrien, director of the 
Life Learning program, cites the 
Spanish language test as the most 
popular. “Students can earn up to 
twelve credits on Spanish, French, 
or German language tests,” she 
states. Other popular tests include 
English Comp I and English Comp 
Il, classes that are required for 
almost every academic program at 
NECC. Tests in history, psychology, 
mathematics, and other academic 
areas are also available. 

CLEP charges a total of $75 per 
test. Students take the tests, which 
are computerized, at NECC’s own 
Assessment Center. They are 
offered two Saturday mormings a 
month, one Monday morning, and 
one Thursday evening, and a stu- 
dent can take up to two tests during 
the Saturday sessions. Altogether, 
the Life Learning program provides 
the opportunity for 72 tests to be 
taken a month. But if the schedule 


does not adhere to your own, 
Therrien says, arrangements can be 
made with another testing center. 
“We're just ready to meet any 
demands that students have,” she 
says enthusiastically. 

Students taking CLEP tests 
receive unofficial copies of their 
scores immediately after testing; 
that way they don’t have to wait to 
find out if they have passed. If a 
score does not meet the minimum 
required to receive credit, the stu- 
dent can take the test again after 6 
months. The scores are out of 80 
points, and generally a score of 50 is 
required to receive credit. The min- 
imum score to earn credit, which is 
usually higher for language tests, is 
set by the ACE, and NECC uses it as 
a guideline. Other colleges may 
choose to set their own minimum 
score. 

CLEP testing has been at NECC 
since 2000, and Therrien comments 
that since she began directing the 
program in 2001, it has expanded 
immensely. She also speculates that 
most of the students who sign up for 
CLEP have studied the subject mat- 


ter in the past. “They’re looking for 
that to be valued and recognized,” 
she says. 

Although most students choose 
to test on matter they are already 
familiar with, using CLEP as a form 
of independent learning is also an 
option. The comprehensive CLEP 


—¢o— 


If a student passes 
the test, he or she 
receives credit for 
that course. 


study guide can be found in the 
NECC bookstore, or in the library 
for free use. Students ‘can also 
access the CLEP . ,website 
(http://www.collegeboard.com/clep 
) to find a breakdown of each test 
with specifics of what the student 
needs to know. Practice tests are 
available for $6 online as well. This 
is a good way to identify what a stu- 


learning 


dents needs to review before the 
test. Therrien says that the tests “do 
a full analysis and break it down for 
you...which areas are strong and 
which are weak.” 

CLEP testing not only saves the 
time of taking an entire course, but 
it also saves money. The average 
cost of a three-credit class for a 
Massachusetts-residing student is 
$297. CLEP can be used to speed 
graduation time, quickly fulfill a 
requirement, or simply save on 
tuition. These issues are important 
to many NECC students, and the 
Life Learning staff is eager to help 
in any way they can. “Being able to 
help students is great,” Therrien 
says. 

More information on CLEP and 
other methods of life learning can 
be obtained at the Center for Adult 
& Alternative studies, or at the 
Advising Center. Those interested 
should contact Therrien in office B- 
120 or Mary Power, testing director, 
in B-116. The faculty also encour- 
aged identifying students who show 
potential to receive credit for prior 
knowledge. 
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Winterfest at Lawrence was a huge success 


By FELICIA PADILLA 
Staff Columnist 


Year after year, the student activity coor- 
dinators make the Winterfest at Northern 
Essex Community College fun for all the stu- 
dents and staff. The event was held at the 
Dimitry Building Atrium on the Lawrence 
campus. 

At this event, there was the Knight mas- 
cot, who went around to welcome the stu- 
dents and the staff. He made them laugh and 
enjoy the moment. 

Winerfest also offered free drinks and free 
food like popcorn, broccoli soup, and chicken 
soup. Activities included airbrush tattoos, a 
raffle, and there was a DJ playing music. Also 
included was a new activity to the event, 
which was a specialized mouse pad. 

“We take] a picture of you and print it on 
the mouse pad. It was a great idea to create it 
because students can have their picture on it,” 


said Student Activities Assist Coordinator 
Olien Lu. 

The mouse pad activity was one of the 
most popular attractions at this event. The 
students were fascinated by the idea of having 
their picture on the mouse pad, so there was a 
long line of students waiting to get their turn. 

“Beautiful, I like everything here the 
mouse pad, the tattoos, the free food, and 
songs that are playing, which are my 
favorite,” business manager student Luis 
Cotto said. 

The music there was great; DJ Zhanu was 
playing cool songs like rap, hip-hop and reg- 
gae, which made the atmosphere pleasant for 
spectators there. 

“The atmosphere is very cool and I can 
participate in all activities; I like the music 
and the food,” ESL student Omayra Martinez 
said. 

The event also provided opportunity for 
all the students to make their own crafts. In 
addition, the students can escape for a little 
while from the stress of the classes. 

“It is good for us because we can get 
relaxed here and we can enjoy the food, the 
music,” said ESL student Joel Reyes. 

“It good, fun, nice music, and delicious 
food,” said criminal justice student Saadia 
Zari. 

Radiology student Nancy Quezada said 
she missed her class to be at the event. 

“I like this event because I enjoy every- 
thing. Really, it is cool. Very fun for stu- 
dents,” Quezada said. 

“TI hope that for next winterfest the stu- 
dent activity coordinators bring something 
new as they did now.” 


STUDENT JOB 
OPPORTUNITY $8.00/hr. 


Make your NECC experience even better by 
participating in the Alumni Phonathon! 


- Raise Dollars for Scholars - 
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When: 
March 3, 4 | 


April 6, 7, 8, 13, 14, 15 


Time: 5:30 PM till 8:30 PM 


Where: NECC Haverhill Campus 


Dinner included 


Contact: 
The Alumni Office 
Room A301, Bentley Library 
978-556-3621 or email: alumni@necc.mass.edu 


De festival de invierno de Northern Essex 
Community College fue muy agradable para 
los estudiantes y para algunos empleados 
quienes asistieron. El evento se llevo a cabo a 
el Dimitry Building Atrium en Lawrence 
campus. Afio tras afio, los coordinadores de 
las actividadas studiantil hace este evento my 
entretenido para todos los estudiantes. 

En el evento habia un caballero mascota 
quien fue dandole las bienvenidas a todos los 
estudiantes en los empleados. El hizo que los 
ellos se rieran mucho en este evento. Ello 
hubo bebidas y comindas gratis como 
palomitas de maiz, sopa de brocolis, en sopa 
de pollo. Ademas, las actividades que 
hicieron fueron totuajes, rifas, en tambien un 
DJ ponia musica. Una nueva actividad fue 
incluida en este evento, cual fue el mouse 
pad. 

“El mouse pad consiste en tomarse una 
fotografia tuya en pritiarla en el. Eso fue 
una gran idea la creation de este mouse pad,” 
dijo La asistente de las actividades estudi- 
antil, Olien Lu. 

La actividades de el mouse pad fue una de 
la mas atractiva del este evento porque los 
estudiantes parecian que estaban facinados en 
poner sus fotos en el mouse pad, por lo tanto 
tubieron que hacer una larga linea para esper- 
ar sus turnos. 

“Bonito, En me gusta todo aqui come el 
mouse pad, los tatuajes, en mis canciones 
favorite estan siendo tocada,” dijo el studi- 
ante de negocio, Luis Cotto. 

La musica tambien fue muy agradable; el 
DJ Zhanus tocaba fabulosa canciones de rap, 


hip hop, and regge which make the atmésfera 
agradable para todos los espectadores quienes 
fueron alla. 

ESL estudiante Omayra Martinez dijo, 
“La atmosfera es muy cool y yo puedo partic- 
ipar en todos las actividades, tambien me 
gusta la musica y la comida.” 

Este evento offreses las opurtunidad para 
los estudiante quienes quieren hacer su propio 
oficio y que ellos puedan participal en todas 
las actividades. Los estudiante pueden 
escapar del stress de las classes aunque sea 
por unos momentos. 

Estudiante de ESL Joel Reyes dijo, “Es 
muy bueno para nosotro porque nosotro 
podemos relajarnos en difrutar la musica que 
es muy Buena.” 

Estudiante de justicia criminal Saadia 
Zari dijo, “Esto bueno, divertido, bonita 
musica, en la comida es deliciosa.” 

Nancy Quezada quie desea que las activi- 
dades estudiantil comtinuen haciendo este 
event. Ella falto a sus ultima clase pare par- 
ticipar the evento. “Me gusta este evento 
porque yo disfruto todo en porque es ver- 
daderamente divertido para los estudiante, 
espero que para el proximo ano las activi- 
dades estudiantil traigan otra nueva activi- 
dades como lo han hecho ahora,” Quezada 
dijo. 


Is something happening at the 
Lawrence Campus that should 
be covered by the Observer? 
Please email us at 
observer@necc.mass.edu 


Succeed @ 


SIMMONS 


Simmons welcomes adult women 
23 years of age and older. 


If you dream of being an author, artist, 
educator, entrepreneur, filmmaker, 
health professional, lawyer, legislator, 
or scientist, Simmons can help you 
build a successful career and 
meaningful life. 


Choose from nearly 40 majors and 
programs, including communications, 
computer science, East Asian Studies, 
education, management, modern 
languages, nursing, psychology, and 


many more. 


To learn how you can earn your 
undergraduate degree, contact the 
Office of Undergraduate Admission. 


USNews Simmons College 617.82),2053 
Best Office of Undergraduate Admission bn0,345.8468 
: 306 The Fenway ugadm @simmons.edu 


Bostan, Massachusetts 02915-5808 


wew.simmons.edu 
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Proietti takes h 
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School at the age of 16 and had two 
children by the age of 18. 

Proietti explained that she 
dropped out of school and was mar- 
ried the day she turned 16. Nine 
months later, she gave birth to her 
son Ron. Two years later, she had her 
daughter Robin. 

Once she went back to work, she 
stated she worked the normal jobs 
people without a high school diplo- 
ma did. 

The single mother did such jobs 
as packing Girl Scout cookies and 
taping boxes for shipping. 

“There were some fun times, but 
there were also some bad times,” 
Proietti said. 

At the age of 37, after her chil- 
dren were out of school and her 
daughter had given birth to her first 
grandson, she said she decided it was 
finally time to go back and get the 
education she had always wanted to 
get. 

“I wanted my grandchildren to 
know how important an education 
is,” Proietti stated. “I also decided | 
wanted something better in my life.” 

She enrolled in the GED program 
at Northern Essex, and the day that 
she got she got her GED in the mail, 
she said she enrolled in classes at 
Northern Essex. 

It was there as a business major 


UPS & YOU. 


WORKING TOGETHER AS ONE TEAM. 
to a rewarding career at UPS. Call us today and explore 
the benefits of working at the UPS Chelmsford Facility 


she was forced to take her first class 
in computers, which would soon 
become the center of her life. 

Proietti said she was terrified to 
take a computer class, but-had to 
because of the work-study job she 
had at the college. 

After receiving her Associates 
Degree from NECC, she want on to 
the University of Southern New 
Hampshire, where she decided to 
concentrate on education and com- 
puters. 

She went on to get her Bachelors 
Degree in business administration 
and Masters Degrees in computer 
science with an M.Ed in education 
and a Masters in english as a Second 
Language 

After living in Florida for six 
years, she was hired by Northern 
Essex in 1995, first as the associate 
registrar and then moved into the fac- 
ulty. 

She said she loves being a 
teacher and is especially happy to be 
doing it at her former school. 

“I love being a teacher, it is who 
I am,” Proietti said. “I sometimes 
can’t go to sleep at night because I 
can’t wait to get to work in the morn- 
ing.” 

She stated she loves to work with 
students, and she tries to use the 
memory of how it felt to be a student 
She 
mentioned that every day, before she 


to make her a better teacher. 


as a Part-Time Package Handler. 


(Must be able to lift parcels weighing up to 70 Ibs.) 


VARIOUS SHIFTS AVAILABLE 


GREAT STARTING WEEKLY PAY * MEDICAL & DENTAL |The UPS 
401(K) * HOLIDAYS OFF * PAID VACATIONS 
UPS BONUS PROGRAM * AND MUCH MORE!!! 


goes into the classroom, she takes a 
breath and thinks about what it was 
like to be on the other side of the 
classroom, since she is teaching 
many of the same classes she once 
took. 

She also talked about how she 
has fallen in love with computers and 


how they have become a huge part of 


her life. She added much of her time 
is spent looking for new areas of the 
computer to teach her class. 

Over the years she has also 
taught math and ESL classes, but she 
prefers technology classes such as 
web design. Although she did state 
she was proud to have learned and 
taught sign language, which she said 
less than one percent of the world can 
do. 

She said that it runs in her fami- 
ly, as her daughter is a web designer 
in Florida. 

She said she was very grateful 
for NECC for giving her the start to 
her education, and felt she never 
would have been able to accomplish 
what she had done without the 
school. 

“IT wouldn’t be here if it weren’t 
for Northern Essex,” she said. ‘It’s 
really the college winning this award, 
not me.” 

She was also grateful to her hus- 
band of 15 years, NECC math pro- 
fessor Steven Proietti, whom she 
married on New Years Eve, 1988. 


EARN & 


Program 


Kathleen Proietti works with a peer on her favorite tool, her office 


computer. 


She said her and her husband’s 
lives now revolve around their 
grandchildren. One of which, her 16- 
year-old grandson Ryan Goutier, has 
been in a number of nationally-tele- 
vised commercials. 

The David R. Pierce Technology 
award is given annually to two com- 
munity college workers who show 
excellence in the field of technology. 

According to the web site, the 
prize is given to people who show 
innovative use of technology, leader- 


ship in mentoring for the use of tech- 
nology, inspiring students to enter the 
technology field and increasing the 
knowledge in technology in the pop- 
ulation. 

Proietti said NECC will always 
hold a huge place in her heart. 

“Northern Essex will always be 
my home,” she said. “It was a help- 
ing hand when I needed it.” 


GET UP TO $23,000 ms 


LEARN | IN COLLEGE EDUCATION ASSISTANCE!!! 
** UPS Earn & Learn Program guidelines apply. 


To Set Up An Appointment With Your Northern Essex Community College 
On-Campus Recruiter, Call Our Phone Mail: 
David (Haverhill Campus): 978-441-3691 Ext. 4021 
Rosa (Haverhill Campus): 978-441-3691 Ext, 4032 


Enrique (Lawrence Campus): 978-441-3691 Ext. 4066 
Or Call: 978-441-3400 
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BankNorth donates 
$15,000 toward new 
Technology Center 


BankNorth has donated $15,000 
toward the building of a Technology 
Center on Northern Essex 
Community College’s Haverhill 
Campus. 

Part of a $25,000 commitment 
over two years, the donation will 
help fund a 350-seat multi-media 
equipped conference center that will 
be available for college and commu- 
nity use. 

This conference area will open 
up doors around the world for local 
businesses, according to President 
David Hartleb: “Small to mid-sized 
businesses will be able to communi- 
cate directly with all corners of the 
globe without leaving — the 
Merrimack Valley.” 

Ron Trombley, executive vice 
president for retail banking, 
Banknorth Massachusetts, said the 
bank is excited about contributing to 
a project that will provide such a 
direct benefit for area businesses. 
“Our local businesses will be avail- 
able to interview job candidates, give 
sales presentations, and discuss busi- 
ness, all without having to travel.” 

Hartleb was inspired to create 
this center after visiting a similar 
facility while on a trip to New York 
City’s Wall Street several years ago 
with then Haverhill Mayor Jim 
Rurak. “We visited a facility which 
offered space of this kind by the 
hour,” said Hartleb. “I couldn’t 
believe how busy it was. People 
from all over Wall Street were rush- 
ing in to use it.” 

The $9.5 million Technology 
Center will be funded by $7.5 mil- 
lion from the state and $2 million in 
private donations from the commu- 


nity. 


Women’s self-defense 
class offered 


Evan Pantazi, a 28-year veteran 
of martial arts instruction, will teach 
a three-session non-credit course, 
The Reality of Women’s Self 
Defense at NECC through its 
Continuing Education Services. 

The course will be held on three 
consecutive Wednesdays in April in 
the Student Center located in the 
Ourania Behrakis Building on the 
Haverhill campus. 

The class will meet from 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. April 7, 14, and 21. The 
cost is $99 for all three sessions. 
Individuals, wishing to observe the 
class, can pay $10 per session. 

Pantazi, a seventh degree black 
belt and operator of the American 
School Kara-Te in North Andover 
for 16 years, is a world renowned 
and respected teacher in the field of 
martial arts. 

This class is offered on a first 
come-first serve basis. For addi- 
tional information contact Bette 
Brown, Continuing Education 
Services, at 978-556-3807 or 
bbrown@necc.mass.edu. 


College Advisory 
Council meets March 1 


The College Advisory Council 
meeting will be held March 1 in 
Haverhill, Room E155, and in 
Lawrence, Room L240, at noon. 

The question to be discussed is: 
Should the current Monday/Friday 
12-1 meeting and activity blocks be 
changed to a 2-hour block some 
weekday afternoon? 


Feb. 25, 2004 


Stalking and lots of lost ttems 


lity 


By BILL DONOVAN 
News Editor 


As the temperatures plummeted 
January through February, missing 
items were found, students were 
injured, minor traffic accidents 
occurred, and a stalking incident took 
place on NECC’s Haverhill campus. 

In the middle of January, a con- 
frontation took place with three stu- 
dents from the Lee Institute in the 
lobby of the C-building. A few days 
after this incident, a student injured 
her ankle falling on some ice and was 
later taken to the hospital by ambu- 
lance. 

As the month ended, a car acci- 
dent occurred and student items, such 
as backpacks and purses, were found 
and later returned to owners. Two 
cars received minor damage in a 
campus parking lot. The owners 
reported the incident to security. 

In early February a student alert- 
ed security about being stalked by 
someone. Believing the act began off 


campus, local police were informed 
and a report was taken. The student 
told security she felt the person fol- 
lowing was familiar. 

Another car accident occurred 
due to slippery road conditions. A 
vehicle skidded, hitting a curb while 
the car behind it spun out. As the car 
behind spun out, an additional vehi- 
cle following hit a curb as well, 
blowing out a right tire. 

The following information was 
obtained from the campus security 
office: 

1/12/04: A cable was damaged by 
a contractor at the F-building. 

1/13/04: After a gas line was cut 
by a contractor, Keyspan told people 
to evacuate the F and A buildings. 

1/18/04: There was a confronta- 
tion with 3 students from the Lee 
Institute in the C-building lobby. 

1/20/04: A student fell on the ice 
and an ambulance was called. They 
received an injured ankle from the 
accident. 

1/21/04; A pocketbook and purse 
were found and returned to their 
owners. Some new books were dis- 
covered and returned to their owner. 
A change purse was found as well in 
the C-building lobby. 

1/22/04: Another lost purse was 
found and returned to its owner. 
However, $97 was missing from it. 

A student’s car was towed due to 
the blocking of a fire lane. A wallet 
was found and given back to its 


owner. 

1/25/04: Police were notified of 
an abandoned car in Lot six and a 
report was taken by campus security. 

1/26/04: A purse left by a student 
in a classroom was returned without 
its money inside. 

A book bag was found and 
returned to its owner. 

1/29/04: Three lost accounting 
books were reported to security by a 
student. 

Another student told security of a 
lost silver bracelet. 

1/30/04: Police removed a juve- 
nile from campus due to personal 
issues with their parents. It was not a 
school issue and the person was not a 
student. 

Two vehicles received minor 
damage after a collision. The owners 
involved reported it to security. 

2/2/04: After hitting their head on 
a desk, a student requested an ice 
pack from security. 

2/3/04: A purse and school bag 
were found in the C-building lobby 
and were returned to the owner. 

An ambulance was called due to 
an ill student and the person was 
treated on the scene. They refused to 
go to the hospital after being assisted. 
A purse was found. 

2/4/04: A watch was found in the 
gym. Another wallet was found as 
well. A student reported damage done 
to their car while in the parking lot. 

2/6/04: A person fell on snow- 


Trustees hear benefits 
learning communities 


Continrued from page 1 


Stachniewicz also stated research 
done showed students of learning 
communities learn more and are 
more responsible. She also men- 
tioned faculty members enjoy having 
a teaching partner and feel they have 
learned a great deal from working 
with the other teacher. 

“T thought I’d give it a try, and it 
was great,” said NECC student 
Denise Tony of leaning communities. 
“I was always a non-traditional 
learner.” 

Stachniewicz also mentioned it 
encourages students to communicate 
and help each other out in a more 


relaxed environment. 

“You don’t feel like you are 
alone,” Stachniewicz said. 

NECC began offering a small 
number of leaning communities in 
2001 after 10 faculty members par- 
ticipated in a year-long professional 
study of the effectiveness of the pro- 
grams. There are now 10 to 11 class- 
es per year with 20 students per class. 
They usually require six class hours 
per week. 

Hartleb officially announced to 
the trustees TV personality Tom 
Bergeron would be the keynote 
speaker at NECC’s 2004 graduation, 
despite the fact he never graduated, 


and invited them to a dinner with him 
the night before. 

“He’s not going to do mime I 
think,” Hartleb said, referring to the 
fact that Bergeron studied mime at 
NECC. 

The trustees also received the 
news that the college’s Criminal 
Justice program had_ received 
approval from the board of higher 
education, as was previously report- 
ed in the Observer. 

Only 14 of the state’s criminal 
justice programs received approval, 
and a number of colleges dropped 
their programs to avoid having it 
failed, according to a release from 


covered ice and a report was taken by 
security. 

An NECC instructor fell as well 
on the ice by the B-building. They 
refused medical attention and a 
report was taken. 

2/9/04: A professor turned in a 
book which was later returned to a 
student. Unable to make contact, a 
missing wallet was mailed to its 
owner. 

Lost books were reported to 
security by a student. 

A possible stalking incident was 
brought to the attention of security. 
The student involved believes it start- 
ed off campus and local police were 
notified. Believing the subject is 
known to them, a report was taken by 
security. 

2/10/04: Another student fell, 
injuring their ankle. A report was 
taken by security. 

2/11/04: A ring was found in the 
C-building. A motor vehicle accident 
took place due to slippery road con- 
ditions. After a car skidded and hit a 
curb, a vehicle behind it spun out as 
well. An additional car behind blew 
their right tire after hitting a curb. 

2/12/04: Two cars were tagged in 
the handicapped lot. A camera was 
found and later picked up by its 
owner. 

2/13/04: A backpack was found 
and returned to the owner. 


of 


BHE chancellor Judith I. Gill. 

NECC also received a “progress 
report” on its budget, which was met 
with positive responses from the 
trustees. 

The report showed the college 
was right on track with the plan it 
had set, having spent half of what it 
had set for the year’s planned budget 
in half of the year, spending 
$13,788,607 of $26,860,984. 

“It’s an excellent report and it 
looks like we are in great shape,” 
said NECC trustee Joseph Edwards. 
“We have to thank David (Hartleb) 
and Mark (Andrews) for their cost- 
cutting moves.” 


Noted photographer/journalist to speak 


Pulitzer Prize nominated pho- 
tographer and journalist Michael 
Kamber will present his work at 
NECC on Monday, March 8, from 
noon to 1:30 p.m. in the E Building, 
Room 155 on the Haverhill Campus. 
The event is free and open to the 
public. 

Titled “A Photographic Journey 
of War and Conflict from West 
Africa to Iraq,” the program is part 
of the  college’s Collegial 
Conversations offered by the Office 
of Faculty and Staff Development 
and the Liberal Arts Revitalization 
Committee. 

Kamber, who was born in 
Brunswick, Maine, has worked as a 
New York city-based freelance pho- 


tographer and journalist. In the early 
1990s he worked exclusively in the 
Caribbean where he focused on 
social issues and politics. 

He has documented immigra- 
tion, homelessness, labor issues, and 
the environment while in New York. 
He has traveled to Mexico to pro- 
duce articles about the massive 
migration of laborers to the United 
States and the effects of the exodus 
on Mexican society. 

In 2001, Kamber, 40, traveled to 
Pakistan and Afghanistan to write 
and photograph a series of articles 
examining religious fundamental- 
ism, the plight of the Afghan 
refugees, and the future of a post- 
Taliban Afghanistan. 


He has worked for a variety of 
news agencies including the 
Associated Press, Newsday, the 
Baltimore Sun, New York 
Magazine, Wired, The Columbia 
Review of Journalism, Time, US 
News, and the Village Voice. 

Kamber was a Revson Fellow at 
Columbia University in 2002 where 
he studied Journalism and lan- 
guages. He was nominated twice for 
the Pulitzer Prize once for reporting 
and once for photography. 

For more information contact 
Judith Kamber, director of faculty 
and staff development, at 978-556- 
3955 or jkamber@necc.mass.edu. 
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National News 
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Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Bush starts political 
campaign, steps up 
attacks on Democrats 


WASHINGTON (AP) 
Stepping up his attacks on 
Democrats, President Bush is 
unveiling a new stump speech that 
paints his opponents as politicians 
who want to raise taxes and put 
America on an uncertain path in the 
war on terrorism. 

Bush's speech Monday night at 
the Republican Governors 
Association reception in 
Washington marks a “new period of 
engagement” for the president and 
a “tactical shift” for Bush-Cheney 
‘04, campaign manager Ken 
MehIman said Sunday night. 

The president has been saying 
on the fund-raising circuit he has 
been just “loosening up” for the 
campaign season. But the speech at 
the reception will make it clear that 
he thinks the time for aggressive 
campaigning is now. 

Bush-Cheney '04 will begin 
running television ads March 4, 
MehIman said. It also will 
announce in the next few weeks 
new coalitions to help organize sup- 
port for the president among veter- 
ans, farmers, ranchers and others. 


Kerry accuses Bush of 
opening painful 
wounds of Vietnam 


ATLANTA (AP) Democratic 
presidential candidate John Kerry 
accused President Bush on 
Saturday of using surrogates to 
attack his military record. 

In a letter to Bush, Kerry told 
the president he was reopening the 
painful wounds of Kerry's Vietnam 
service “for your personal political 
gain.” 

Kerry was reacting to criticism 
earlier in the day from a leading 
Georgia Republican who, speaking 
for Bush's re-election campaign, 
said Kerry has a “32-year history of 
voting to cut defense programs and 
cut defense systems.” 

When Kerry responded later, at 
his side was Max Cleland, a triple- 
amputee Vietnam veteran who lost 
his Senate seat to Chambliss in 
2002 after being portrayed as soft 
on homeland security. 

Kerry said the president “decid- 
ed once again to take the low road 
of American politics.” 


Expert claims photo is 
portrait of van Gogh 


WEST HAVEN, Conn. (AP) 
The forehead, the shape and size of 
the eyes, even individual hairs 
matched up, making forensic scien- 
tist Albert Harper sure he had dis- 
covered an original photograph of 
famed artist Vincent van Gogh. 

The photograph—found in the 
early 1990s at an antique dealer— 
bears a striking resemblance to van 
Gogh's collection of self-portraits, 
said Harper, director of the Henry 
Lee Institute of Forensic Science. 

The van Gogh museum in 
Amsterdam has rejected the conclu- 
sion, but Harper and his colleagues 
are convinced. 


Mercury awareness 
promoted at NECC 


Continrued from page | 


plants pollute more and more,” added 
Carey. 

Carey expressed MassPIRG 
seeks to join a national campaign in 
getting postcards signed by many 
students and mailing them to the 
EPA. In doing this, they will try 
influencing them to cut mercury 
emissions from power plants. 

“Two hundred 
thousand postcards 
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stands for. A “Hunger Cleanup” is 
planned as well this spring. Interns 
plan on reaching out to local schools, 
helping inform children what is hap- 
pening with this issue. 

“We’re going to local schools, 
talking to kids, informing them. It 
would be more effective to go to 
these schools than to just have the 
teachers tell the children about it,” 
added NECC MassPIRG intern Linn 
Spitzer. “We want to 
start a food drive at 


are needed to do these schools as 

this campaign,” 7 s 

agreed Cary, | 2 JUSt Want t0 grab 7S 
These power people’s attentions _ possible place to go. 


plants along the 
Atlantic affect the 
fish in its waters. 

“Fish from the 
Atlantic possibly 
have mercury as 
well as any from the fresh water of 
Mass.,” stated Carey. 

MassPIRG plans to continue its 
“Environmental Alert” campaign as 
well as keep students informed on the 
organization and the other issues it 


-Cailin Mcfarland 


They are the less- 
neediest and are 
more likely to give 
to their communi- 
ty.” 

“We want to 
make sure people are aware of the 
current problems going on,” Carey 
said. “We are here for the students 
needs at NECC and will always wel- 
come them. There are a lot of prob- 
lems out there but there are a lot of 


Tuna fish is said to contain 
large amounts of mercury. 


solutions as well. We’re heavy into 
our campaigns right now.” 
For more information on mercury 
and its increasing levels, go to 
www.boston.com/news/globe/edi 
torial_ opinion/editorials/articles. 


Northern Essex celebrates 
Chinese new year 


College celebrates 
Chinese year of the 
monkey 


By TJ MOKKOSIAN 
Contributing Reporter 


NECC rang in the New Year 
Oriental style with the annual 
Chinese new-year celebration in the 
sports and fitness center. 

For the third straight year, Nancy 
Henry, a Vietnam native who coordi- 
nated the event, was able to bring a 
small part of her culture to the 
Haverhill campus. 

Hnery said that although Vietnam 
is not part of China, over 50 percent 
of the population speaks Chinese and 
partakes in Chinese customs. 

The 2004 festival rang in the year 
of the monkey. 

According to the Chinese zodiac, 
if you are born in the year of the 
monkey, you are intelligent and have 
a very clever wit. You will also be 


well liked. However, one 
born in this year must be 
careful of their distrust 
towards people. 

Henry explained that the 
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If you are born in th year 


history of the New Years cel- of of the monkey, you have 
ebration comes from ancient e 

Chinese farmers. Farmers @& VETY cleaver wit. 

would work all year long, —Nancy Henry 


only breaking after the har- 
vest and before the planting 
of the seeds. This time of the 
year happened to coincide 
with the beginning of the lunar New 
Year. 

The exact origin of this celebra- 
tion is unknown, but it has been 
going on for centuries and is popular- 
ly known as the Spring Festival. 

Although the real Chinese New 
Year is Jan. 22, Northern Essex threw 
their party on Feb. 10. The party fes- 
tivities included Chinese name writ- 
ing, where students could get free 
bookmarks with their name written 
on them in Chinese lettering. 

A menu of authentic Chinese cui- 
sine included green tea, dried fruits, 
fried rice and homemade egg rolls. 


Partygoers could have also obtained 
a number of trinkets, including plas- 
tic noisemakers, chopsticks and 
paper fans. 

The purpose of the party was not 
only for fun, said Henry but also to 
educate. There were many handouts 
accessible during the party, which 
had valuable information about histo- 
ry, mythology and authentic recopies. 

The coordinators of the party 
were also able to help out the com- 
munity by recruiting some inner-city 
high school students to help set up 
and clean. 


Lawrence campus gets a boost 


Northern Essex Community 
College’s Lawrence Campus just 
underwent $200,000 worth of techno- 
logical improvements including the 
creation of a new computer lab and 
five “smart” classrooms. 

The projects were funded with 
funds authorized by the U.S. 

Congress, procured in large part 
by the efforts of Congressman Martin 
Meehan and Senator Edward 
Kennedy, to improve the existing 
technology on the campus. 

These technological upgrades 


will benefit students as well as facul- 
ty and staff, said David F. Hartleb, 
president of Northern Essex. 

The new computer lab includes 
21 personal computers, all of which 
are fully networked to access the 
Internet. With this new lab, the col- 
lege will be able to offer additional 
computer courses in Lawrence. 

The five new “smart classrooms” 
are each equipped with an overhead 
data projector and a personal comput- 
er, allowing faculty to use 


PowerPoint ~ displays,~ ~surf-~ the= 
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Internet, and use other technological 
tools in their classroom teaching. 
Two of the “smart classrooms” were 
created especially for the college’s 
nursing faculty, most of whom utilize 
technology in their teaching. 

“Each semester we see an 
increase in the number of faculty who 
are requesting computer access in the 
classroom,” said Nancy Moran, 
director of client computer for the 
college. 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Iran’s new parliament 
is hard-line, appears 
poised for more nukes 


TEHRAN, Iran (AP) 
Conservatives broadened their 
hold on Iran's parliament Sunday 
as its new profile took shape: a 
hard-line core, fewer women and 
apparent gains for lawmakers hold- 
ing atomic science backgrounds 
with Iran battling claims it seeks 
nuclear arms. 

The shift of control in parlia- 
ment—following disputed elec- 
tions widely shunned by reform- 
ers—strengthens the hand of the 
Islamic rulers with possibly sensi- 
tive dealings ahead on the country's 
nuclear program. 

The theocracy's influence is 
expanded and liberals are denied 
an important forum to challenge 
the non-elected clerical establish- 
ment that has final say in almost all 
affairs. 

“These events in Iran's internal 
politics pose lots of unknowns and 
potential risks,” said Nadim 
Shehadi, a regional specialist at the 
Royal Institute of International 
Affairs in London. 

The United States suspects 
Iran of conducting a secret pro- 
gram to build nuclear weapons. 
Iran denies the accusations and 
insists it seeks only energy-produc- 
ing reactors. 


Momentum builds in 
North Korea crisis 


SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 
Efforts to resolve the North 
Korean nuclear crisis intensified 
Sunday as the United States and 
Asian allies met in Seoul to forge 
a common stance ahead of crucial 
six-nation talks. U.S. Assistant 
Secretary of State James Kelly and 
Japanese Foreign Méinistry 
Director General Mitoji Yabunaka 
arrived in Seoul on Sunday to 
hammer out details with their 
South Korean counterpart. 


US begins largest 
rotation of American 
forces in history 


CAMP ARIFJAN, Kuwait 
(AP) A quarter-million soldiers — 
all but a few of them Americans— 
are within weeks of passing 
through this desert kingdom on 
their way to or from the war in 
neighboring Iraq, the largest such 
rotation of U.S. forces in history, 
according to military planners 
overseeing the project. 

“This is a breathtaking, history- 
making operation,” said Army Maj. 
Gen. Stephen M. Speakes, who 
runs the rotation from this sand- 
blown base south of Kuwait City. 

Explaining the troop rotation is 
simple: About 130,000 U.S. sol- 
diers in Iraq will go home and 
110,000 will take their places for 
about a year, in Operation Iraqi 
Freedom 2. 

The maneuver involves eight 
of America’s 10 active Army divi- 
sions and a U.S. Marine 
Expeditionary Force, along with 
40,000 troops from a few dozen 
-countries in the U.S.-led coalition, . 


Page 9 NECC Observer Feb. 25, 2004 


Traveling students can earn credits 


NECC offers students 
chance to travel and 
earn college credit 


By KELLY FITZGERALD 
Opinion Editor 


If a person never left his home 
state and stuck to the same routine 
for a lifetime, they would find in the 
end they really missed out. 

Today in our busy world, it 
seems most people have less and less 
time to travel, but here at NECC it 
can be possible. 

For the past twenty years or 
more, NECC has offered students the 
chance to study abroad. This give 
students not only the chance to travel 
to countries like Ireland and Costa 
Rica, but they can also earn college 
credits. 

Through NECC’s membership 
with the College Consortium for 
International Studies, they are able to 
offer this program. 

The program has several parts. 
Students can study in a foreign uni- 
versity for one semester or even a full 
year, and NECC also has short-term 
trips which can be a week to ten 
days. 

The Director of International 


Studies here at NECC, Dr. Elizabeth 
Wilcoxson, who is also the Assistant 
Dean of Humanities, Social Sciences 
and Human Services Profession 
doesn’t actually get to go on most of 
the trips, but she has a lot of past 
experience. 

“I’ve always been interested in 
travel. And I spent years taking stu- 


This spring, NECC plans to go to 
Ireland. The trip will be lead by 
Professor Joseph Leblanc, who has 
studied in Ireland and led two previ- 
ous trips there. He also teaches Irish 
Literature, among other courses here 
at NECC. 

This year’s trip is tentatively 
scheduled for May 24 to June 2. The 


to be sure, contact the financial aid 
office. Students aren’t required to 
take the classes for credit, they are 
able to audit them, but they must par- 
ticipate in some way. 

Students going to Ireland will 
study the history, culture and litera- 
ture of Ireland. Galway will be where 
students call home, but they will also 
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the faculty member has past experi- 
ence in a country and has some con- 
tacts there. 

“The teachers choose and they 
try to do different countries every 
year” Wilcoxson said. 

It seems most students are 
unaware of the study abroad pro- 
gram, because Wilcoxson said that, 
“Not nearly as many (students get 
involved) as I would like.” 


cost is $1800, which includes airfare, 
breakfast and lunch, accommoda- 
tions, sightseeing and an internation- 
al student identification card. 

Other expenses not included in 
the price are evening meals, trip can- 
cellation insurance, personal expens- 
es and course tuition. 

For students who qualify for 
financial aid, it is possible it will pay 
for the course portion of the trip. But 


The International Studies Program at Northern Essex 


Announces 


Perspectives on Ireland 


A Travel/Study Course: May 24-June 2, 2004* 


The Program 


This course will combine on-campus 
preparatory classes with nine days of 
lectures, guest presentations, on site 
visits and cultural events. Students 
will be introduced to the historical, 
cultural and literary traditions of 
Ireland in a cross-cultural setting. 


Course and Credit 
Participants register for a 3 credit course 
in Humanities or Literature: Perspectives. 
on Ireland. Students who do not wish to 
earn credit may audit the course. 


For More Information, Contact: 


The Faculty 


Ireland. 


Professor Joseph LeBlanc will conduct 
the on-campus preparatory activities and 
will accompany the group to Ireland. He 
will be joined in Ireland by faculty 

from the Galway-Mayo Technical College. 
Professor LeBlanc has traveled widely in 
Ireland and has led two previous trips to 


Program Fees 


The fee for the travel portion of the 

trip is $1800**. This includes airfare, 
bed and breakfast accommodations, 

two meals per day and side-trips. This fee 


does not include the cost of the course, 
passport application fee, evening meal, and 
any personal expenses. 


*Dates may vary by one or two days. 
**Cost may vary slightly depending on 
the international exchange rate. 


Professor Joseph LeBlanc, Spurk Building C317N (978) 556-3391 
or Dr. Elizabeth Wilcoxson, Spurk Building C314X (978)-556-3967 


fasts, but for longer trips, students 
can stay in dormitories, apartments, 
or even stay with host families to get 
a deeper look inside the culture. 

Studying abroad won't be like a 
chaperoned field trip. While students 
must take part in group activities, 
they are also given time to them- 
selves. 

“There is quite a bit of structure, 
but there is free time.” Wilcoxson 


KO I’m 
wee Lauren E. 
Carroll, the 
new features 
editor for the 
Nee Cc 
Observer. 
My major is 
journalism 
and I am in 
. my second 

semester here at NECC. 

I enjoy writing and meeting new 
people, which makes journalism the 
perfect major for me. I live in 
Byfield, a small town where I gradu- 
ated from Triton High School in 
2003. I enrolled at NECC to save 


said. “Students have a few hours 
each day that are free.” 

Studying abroad is full of oppor- 
tunities not only for travel, but also 
for a different kind of education. 
“The response has been positive. 
Everyone that goes has a great time. 
One student loved Ireland so much, 
she went back to work there.” Dr. 
Wilcoxson remarked. 

Wilcoxson urged there is still 
time for students to get involved. 
Wilcoxson urges anyone interested to 
submit an application with a deposit 
ASAP. The deadline is March 10. 

Besides the application, students 
interested must have a GPA of 2.5 
and be able to submit three letters of 
recommendation by faculty mem- 
bers. 

A quote by Mark Twain says, 
“Twenty years from now, you will be 
more disappointed by the things you 
didn’t do than by the ones you did. 
So throw off the bowlines, sail away 
from the safe harbor. Catch the trade 
winds in your sails. 

Explore. Dream. Discover.” 

The study abroad program takes 
a lot of planning ahead. If students 
are interested in any summer or 
semester programs, Dr. Wilcoxson 
encourages them to contact her in 
office C314X of the Spurk building. 


I finally say ‘HY 


some money and to ease myself into 
the college life. | am very pleased 
with my experience thus far at 
NECC, and I plan to come back for 
two more semesters in the fall. 

1 am a huge Red Sox and Patriots 
fan. I love to dance and play with 
my pet kitty, Sheldon. I have had a 
long time dream of becoming 
famous, but I don’t know for what. 

While on staff for the Observer, | 
hope to entertain the readership with 
interesting and informative articles 
about events and people on campus. 

This college is a real happening 
place and there is much to cover. | 
hope my articles will be much 
enjoyed. 


Loretta LaRoche 
postponed 


By LAUREN E. CARROLL 
Features Editor 


Comedian Loretta LaRoche, 
expected to make an appearance at 
NECC in Apr. has been postponed 
due to the hope of defraying the cost 
of the show. Jean Poth wanted to 
give sponsers more time to donate 
money to help with the expenses of 
LaRoche’s performance. 

LaRoche was scheduled to per- 
form for the fourth Annual NECC 
Foundation Fundraiser in Apr. of this 
year. LaRoche will be coming to 
NECC next fall on Oct. 1. 

LaRoche has had a successful 
career as a motivational speaker. A 
best-selling author and an educator,. 
this will be LaRoche’s second 
appearance to NECC within the past 


five years. In 1999 LaRoche per- 
formed in front of a sold out crowd. 
The response has already been 
successful for her next show. 
LaRoche has made appearances on 
CNN, ABC, CBS, and NBC. 
LaRoche loves to get out into the 
community, that’s why she jumped 
at the chance to perform at NECC 
for a second time. 
Tickets will be on sale Apr. 1. 
The prices range from $50 for 
reserved, front rowseating, $30 for 
general admission, and $15 for stu- 
dents, senior citizens and groups. To 
order tickets, call the event line at 
(978) 556-3870. For more informa- 
tion contact Jean Poth at (978) 556- 
3624 or Christina Slack at (978) 
556-3789. 
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Caryl Taylor re 


A former employee 
for 25 years sits 
down to lunch to 
share her memories 


By LAUREN E. CARROLL 
Features Editor 


She’s a woman of high self- 
esteem and a face lit up with a tan- 
gerine smile that has much to say 
about her life. 

Caryl Taylor, a former employee 
of NECC for 25 years, stirs her 
lemon ice tea and looks off into the 
distance to recall the past days of her 
busy-filled life. 

Taylor, 66, has many fond mem- 
ories of her days at NECC from the 
past 25 years. 

Her favorite memory was when 
she participated in a talent show, a 
fundraiser for the college, with Carol 
Wallace and Betty Arnold. She was 
58 at the time and she had a blast on 


Feb. 25, 2004 


stage throwing her baton around and 
sharing laughs with her two friends. 

“TI have so many fond memories 
of people,” said Taylor. 

Taylor worked in the public rela- 
tions office as a graphics art techni- 
cian, and she also did marketing and 
publications for NECC. 

She recalls the day that the col- 
lege got their first Compu Writer I 
and another Compugraphics machine 
in the mid 1970’s, machines that 
wrote headlines and the stories for 
brochures and other means of publi- 
cations. 

“I was the only one who knew 
how to work those machines. I 
worked on those machines for two 
and a half years,” recalls Taylor. 

Taylor studied office and secre- 
tarial work at Saint Katherine’s High 
School near her home town, South 
Milwaukee, WI, where she graduated 
from in 1955. 

Nineteen years later, Taylor got 
an interview at NECC and began 
working for Dr. Spurk. Three months 
into the job she got promoted and 
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“lve acquired a lot of skills from my 
years at Northern Essex and a lot of 
friends that I will never forget.” 


-Caryl Taylor 


Lauren E. Carroll photo 


Caryl Taylor finishes up her taco salad and smiles for the camera. 


worked in the publications and pub- 
lic relations office. 

When she was 50, 14 years later, 
her high self-esteem led her to 
explore other challenges in the 
world. She opened her own business 
in Merrimac named Caryl Taylor’s 
Fitness Center. 

But after three and a half years 
money got tight so she returned to 
NECC in hope for a job opening. 
Strangely enough, the college was 
looking for someone to fill Taylor’s 


old job. She continued to work in the 
public relations and publications 
office for another || years. 

Taylor is a mother of six chil- 
dren. 

“When I was 40 and with my 
present husband, we had our son, my 
sixth child. Ten weeks later, 1 was 
also a grandmother,” Taylor said with 
a huge smile. 

Taylor also has 11 grandchildren 
and one great grandchild. 

“The only job in my life was to 


days at NECC 


raise my children,” she said. “Being 
away from my children seven and a 
half hours a day, I only tried to do the 
job the best way I could,” Taylor 
said. 

Though Taylor’s life was 
extremely busy with her job and her 
family, she took advantage of the 
convenience of the college and par- 
ticipated in a few courses such as 
journalism, HTML web page design, 
graphic design, publication design 
and she also enjoyed classes in fenc- 
ing, jazz, and ballet. 

Taylor is one of 15 Northern 
Essex employees who went for the 
early retirement incentive program 
and left in December. 

“| hated to leave but it was time. 
| want to pursue other interests,” said 
Taylor. “You're not going to live for- 
ever. You got to stop and do some- 
thing else.” 

Taylor believes that now that she 
is retired her life is just beginning. 

She plans to do some traveling to 
see good friends and relatives. She 
wants to pick up piano playing again 
which she hadn’t had time to do 
before when she was working. One 
of her dreams is to someday work in 
a ski lodge in the mountains near her 
home in Campton, NH. 

Taylor took her last few sips of 
her lemon iced tea as she wrapped up 
two hours of her trip down memory 
lane. 

“ve acquired a lot of skills from 
my years at Northern Essex and a lot 
of friends that I will never forget.” 


Student club keeps its agenda loaded 


Members of the 
Contemporary 
Affairs Club have 
been very busy 
this semester 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


The NECC Contemporary 
Affairs Club has hosted a state repre- 
sentative, a former CIA employee 
who teaches at Northern Essex and 
screened a Michael Moore film, to 
get the club’s name out to students, 
according to the club advisor 
Stephen Russell. 

“We've been trying to get people 
involved,” said Russell, a history 
professor. “We want to let young 
people know how much power they 
have.” 

The politically-themed club has 
already sponsored four events this 
semester, which in some way or 
another are targeted at increasing the 
student body's knowledge of politics, 
encouraging them to get involved, 
Russell said. 

For their forum on the CIA, the 
club invited former Contemporary 
Affairs Club advisor William 
Heineman, a former member of the 
CIA. 

A large group of people packed a 


classroom to hear the NECC history 
professor tell stories about his days 
working in the CIA as an analyst and 
give his opinion on the current state 
of the USA’s intelligence agencies. 

Heineman, who worked in the 
CIA in the early 1990's, said life is 
not as it is portrayed in spy novels 
and movies. 

“It’s a rather mundane life,” 
Heineman said. “Except for short 
moments of excitement.” 


administration because they were 
knowledgeable about what the CIA 
should be doing. Bush was a former 
head of the CIA. But he said the 
Clinton administration was much 
more scattered, and George W. 
Bush’s has too much of an agenda. 
He felt having an agenda is danger- 
ous because it can cause facts to be 
overlooked if they are to the contrary. 
He also talked about why the 
United States is bad at spying. 


Students watched the film, which 
documented the incredible poverty of 
the city and its ill-fated attempts to 
improve. 

“It was very representative of 
now and the times to come, especial- 
ly if the economy keeps declining,” 
said club member Kyle Joyner. 

Those in attendance commented 
on the fact that despite the film is 16 
years old, the picture was still very 
current, due to the state of the US’s 
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the state of the outside world and of 
writing other reports for his bosses. 
But he felt most of what he wrote 
never really got taken into considera- 
tion. 

Since his time in the CIA was 
during the Gulf War, much of what 
he did centered around the Middle 
East. He said that he earned the nick- 
name “Slick” because he became the 
agency’s expert on Middle Eastern 
oil, despite previously not knowing 
anything on oil. 

Heineman mentioned he liked 
working for the George Bush Sr. 


Russia because few agents want to 
lose 30 years of their lives working 
on relationships than 20 more mak- 
ing them pay off. However, 
Heineman added that the USA is far 
superior in technology. 

Also drawing a large crowd was 
the cotemporary affairs club’s 
screening of “Roger and Me,” a 
movie/documentary done by contro- 
versial filmmaker Michael Moore. 

The film looks into the terrible 
condition of Flint, Michigan in 1989 
after General Motors laid-off 40,000 
workers. 


about how the US should deal with 
other countries. 

The club is also attempting to 
lead the charge to get a traffic light 
installed at the Interstate 495 exit, 
which was the location of the Nov. 
20, 2003 accident in which 
Portsmouth, N.H. native Lynn 
Brackett was killed and NECC stu- 
dent Nichole Sweet was injured. 

This intersection, which has a 
history of problems, has already been 
assessed by the states and a plan for a 
light has been done, according to 
NECC vice president of administra- 


tion Mark Andrews. 

The contemporary affairs club is 
hoping to make the state aware of 
how necessary the light is, trying to 
get them to move it up on their list of 
priorities, according to Andréa 
Rossetto, who Russell said is heading 
the plan. 

To get attention to the issue, 
Russell explained the group is hop- 
ing to do some lobbying when they 
visit the Mass. State House in April 
and also plan to send a large number 
of letters to state representatives such 


-as Steven Baddour. These ideas were 


brought to attention when the group 
held a forum on that subject. 

Another Mass. State 
Reprehensive, Barbara L’ Italien, vis- 
ited the college for the club’s Voter 
Education Forum. 

L’Italien, Lawrence City 
Councilor Carlos Matos and 
Andrews spoke on the importance of 
being registered to vote, among other 
topics. 

L’'Italien also took the time to 
talk about her stance on the contro- 
versial topic of gay marriage. She 
stated she had taken a lot of criticism 
for being in favor of gay marriage, 
despite the fact much of her publicity 
was against it. Russell said she spoke 
on why it is important for politicians 
to sometimes go with their instincts 
and not the public outcry. 

“I think she was courageous,” 
Russell said. 
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Arts & Entertainment 


Northern Essex student is freestyle wiz 


Local MC takes on 
talented rappers and 
continues to defeat 
the competition 


By LisA CoproLa 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


The sweltering bar is packed with 
people and pounding heartbeats. 
Shouting erupts as a guy they call 
“Ape [expletive]” takes the mike and 
starts to tear down the talent next to 
him by ridiculing his scrawny exteri- 
or. 

“Ya wack! Ain’t no one hear feel- 
ing ya lyrical,” he looks to the crowd, 
“this dude could hoola hoop with a 
cheerio! You skinny bastard, I'll hit 
you with a beer...this cat could drink 
Slimfast and disappear!” 

The rapper’s face turns beat red 
and he looks like he is about to snap. 
Hey, this is what he signed up for, 
guess he didn’t know he would be 
conversing with the Ape, or as 
Northern Essex students would call 
him, Jesse Lannoo. Lannoo is an 
eager MC on his way up in the world 
of freestyle battling and hip-hop. He 
is in a crew called “Monkey Biz,” 
consisting of rappers and DJs 
“THlogix” “D.C.”, the one they call the 
“Midi Alien.” He is also a member in 
a larger crew who he performs with 
called the “Trapjaw Affiliates,” which 
consists of t2 mes. One of them, 
“Nabo,” opened up for “KRS1” back 
in 2001. 

Lannoo has been interested in 
music since he was a little kid coming 
home from kindergarten, listening to 
his mother’s Michael Jackson 
records. He started writing poetry at 
the age of seven . As he grew older 
and was listening to artists like “the 
Roots” and “KRS1,” he recognized 
this talent and decided to commit to 
the world of hip-hop. Lannoo has dis- 
covered freestyling is a way he can 
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Ape, recording in the studio sporting a monkey business t-shirt. 


show off his talent to the area around 
Boston. 

Freestyling is one of the hardest 
and nerve-racking ways to experience 
this type of music. During these bat- 
tles, all these individuals get on stage, 
usually with a well-known DJ, and go 
back and forth rhyming about every- 
thing from each-other’s fashion 
choices to their lifestyles. 

The audience determines the win- 
ner usually, so you can imagine the 
humiliation if they don’t like what 
you have to say. 

Lannoo has a talent that is rare. 
Watching him on stage is exhilarat- 
ing. I was surprised by how easily he 
can shout out rhymes right off the top 
of his head with such complicated 
puns making perfect sense and not 
slipping once. The pressure would be 
enough to cause some people to run 
right off the stage, but Lannoo does 
his thing full of confidence and this 
seems to intimidate competitors 
before they start. 

“I want to be a history professor, 
history has always intrigued me,” 
Lannoo says, which isn’t the least bit 


surprising, seeing as how many of his 
recorded songs include references to 
historical battles. His favorite subjects 
are World War II and US history. 
“Ape has always had determina- 
tion about creating his own style and 
getting it out there,” Kritter, a MC 


with the Trapjaw Affiliates says of 


Lannoo. 

One of Lannoo’s recent projects 
includes a single with the blues singer 
“The Mighty Sam Mclain” called 
“Never go away.” He hopes the single 
will put him out there and get him 
more publicity. 

Lannoo gets to show his quick- 
witted ways at his upcoming shows in 
Manchester, Portsmouth and 
Cambridge and these shows will 
include break dancing by the group 
“Flash Commandos” and prewritten 
songs his group has written together. 

“I only hope to enlighten minds 
and show the world that true hip hop 
is still out there,” Lannoo says. 

Although Lannoo is proud to spit 
out his arrogant and cocky lyrics, it is 
hard to get offended when you are so 
impressed. 


eee 


I want to be a history professor. 
History has always intrigued me. 
—Jesse Lannoo, a.k.a. Ape 
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Ape, dressed up as a colonial soldier for Halloween last year. 


Jammu’ for justice together with a battle of the bands 


NECC Clubs work 
together to promote 


awareness 


By HANNAH R. CREED 
Contributing Reporter 


It’s time to become aware of the 
world around you and listen to some 
great music at the same time. The 
Student Senate and Music Club are 


planning a “Battle of the Bands,” 
which will also be promoting aware- 
ness of the injustice in our world. 

“It is good to have a really 
important issue to accompany the 
concert,” said senate Vice President 
Rachel Manemanus, at the music 
club meeting. 

Manemanus was invited to come 
to the club meeting to discuss the 
details of the concert and to formal- 
ize the agreement to work together 
on the project. All agree this is going 


to be the best event of the year. 
Professor Michael Finegold is 
excited to see the clubs working 
together again to provide for the stu- 
dent population, instead of just work- 
ing on their own without any connec- 
tion. Other clubs are invited to set up 
booths at the concert and spread the 
word about their activities. 
“Jammin’ for Justice” will also 
have booths set up by Green Peace, 
United for Peace and Justice, 
Amnesty International, and Students 


for Free Tibet. 

Manemanus is trying to pin down 
a specific date. Right now they are 
looking at Saturday, April 17, May 8, 
or May 15 for the concert. The con- 
cert will hopefully be held outside in 
front of the fitness center. 

Admission prices have not been 
set yet, but there will be vendors, a 
BBQ by the Student Senate and of 
course music supplied by the Music 
Club. 

Student Senate and the Music 


Club will be working closely togeth- 
er for the next couple of months until 
plans are settled. The Music Club is 
starting its search for bands to play at 
the concert. They hope to get many 
if not all the bands that are affiliated 
with NECC to play at the concert. 

All involved hope this will raise 
awareness of injustices in the world 
and awareness of the student clubs 
and activities offered at NECC. 


If you have suggestions of upcoming events or talented people 


you would like me to include in future issues 


email the observer at observer@necc.mass.edu 


» 


« 
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Liberal Arts Revitalization Committee events 


The following events are part of a 
series sponsored by the Liberal Arts 
Revitalization Committee at 
Northern Essex: 


Film Showing 
“House of Sand & Fog” 
Monday, Feb. 23 
Location: Screening Room, 
State Street Newburyport 
7:30 p.m.; Admission: $4.50 

Special discounted showing of 
film made from the blockbuster 
novel by Newburyport native Andre 
Dubus. 


Contemporary Photographic 

Journey 

Monday: March 8 

12:00-1:30 p.m. 

Location: E155 Haverhill campus 
Michael Kamber, World Press 

Photo and Pulitzer Prize nominee, 

photographer and journalist will pre- 

sent a photographic journey of war 

and conflict from West Africa to Iraq. 


Author at Your Library Event 
Friday, March 26 

12 noon 

Location: Library Conference Area 


AB, Haverhill campus 
Free and open to the public. 
Celebrating Women’s History 
Month-Historian Kate Clifford 
Larson will read from and sign her 
new biography of Harriet Tubman 
Bound for the Promised Land. This 
Winchester resident and Ph.D. in 
American History has published an 
adult biography of Tubman-at last, 
after so many decades of neglect. 


Agatha Christie’s The Mousetrap 
Top Notch Players 
Fri., Sat., March 26-27 8 pm 
Thurs., Fri., & Sat., April 1,2,3 8pm 
Location: Top Notch Theater, Spurk, 
Haverhill campus 
Admission: $10 
students/seniors 
Agatha Christie’s classic mystery 
and the longest running play in the 
history of the English theater. The 
Mousetrap played in London’s West 
End for more than 50 consecutive 
years and only recently closed. 


adults, $8 


Essex Chamber Music Players 
Sun., March 28 4 p.m. 
Bentley Library, Haverhill campus 

A Concert for All—New music 


premieres based on Haverhill and the 
Greater Merrimack Valley in con- 
junction with the Haverhill Historial 
Society. 

Admission: $10 adults, $5 
students/seniors, $25 families. 


Still Point 
Fri., April 16,17,23,24 8 p.m. 
Sport and Fitness Center, Haverhill 
campus 
Admission: $10 adults, $5 
students/seniors with ID 

The NECC Dance Program cele- 
brates its thirtieth anniversary with 
performances by Still Point alumni, 
students from studios owned by 
dance alumni, major pieces of chore- 
ography from past Still Point perfor- 
mances as well as new pieces by 
dance faculty members Pamela Wise 
and Michelle Dalton. 


The Piano-thon: A Gala 

Performance of Pianists 

Sun., April 18 2 p.m. 

Bentley Library, Haverhill campus 
From the Greater Merrimack 

Valley, Boston and other areas per- 

forming classical, jazz, and new age 

works, including original composi- 


tions. Fundraiser for Essex Chamber 
Music Players. 

Admission: $10 adults, $5 
students/seniors, $25 families. 


Contemporary Affairs Club 
Discussion 
Wednesday, April 21, 12:00 
Location: C110 Haverhill campus 
“Peace in the Middle East: Is it 
Possible?” Discussion led by 
Professor D.J. Deeb, adjunct profes- 
sor in department of history and gov- 
ernment at NECC and author of “The 
Collapse of Middle East Peace.” 


Author at Your Library Event 
Wednesday, April 28 

12 noon 

Location: Library Conference Area 
AB, Haverhill campus. 

_ Celebrating National Poetry 
Month—Poet Richard Robbins will 
present a reading. His most recent 
collection of poems is Famous 
Persons We Have Known. He is the 
Director of Creative Writing at 
Minnesota State University, 
Mankato, touring on a grant from the 
Loft Literary Center in Minneapolis. 


Spring Concert 

Sat., April 24 at 7:30 p.m. 

Sun.., April 25 at 2 p.m. 

Bentley Library, Haverhill campus 
NECC Students’ Chorus and 

Performance Ensemble 

Admission: $3 


April is Poetry Month 

Poetry Slam, open mike, sponsored 
by Parnassus, NECC’s premier liter- 
ary magazine. 

When: Last week in April 

Where: Jitters Café in Spurk 


Kindred Spirits 

Annual Celebration of the Arts 

by faculty and staff at Northern 
Essex 

Friday, April 30 

Exhibits begin at 1:30 

Performances at 2-4 p.m 


One-Act Plays 

Friday, April 30, May 1-2 at 8p.m. 
Location: Top Notch Theater, Spurk, 
Haverhill campus 

Student-directed one-act plays. 
Admission: $10 adults, $8 
students/seniors. 


Agatha Christie’s ‘The Mousetrap’ to be shown at NECC 


At the end of March, the Top 
Notch Players will be presenting 
their version of the “Mousetrap,” a 
play written by Agatha Christie and 
first performed in London in 1952. 

This play keeps the audience 
intrigued by the twists and turns of a 
‘whodunit’ atmosphere. One by one, 
the questionable characters reveal 


their seedy pasts and the audience 
tries to figure out the identity of the 
murderer and their motives. 

This play ran continuously for 
over 50 years in Britain, which 
makes it the longest running play in 
theater history. 

The cast of the NECC production 
includes: 


Molly Ralston will be playing 
the part of Gina Kattar 

Tim Parthum will play Giles 
Ralston the awkward innkeeper 

Cory Cocchiaro playing 
Christopher Wren, the prissy archi- 
tect 

Christine Foley will play Mrs. 
Boyle 


Major Metcalf played by Allan 
Mayo 

Miss Casewell played by Emily 
Mooers 

Mr. Paravicini played by Ozan 
Haksever 

The Stage manager for the 
Mousetrap is Jenny Giorato 

The Assistant Stage Manager is 


Matt Cedrone 

The performances will be March 
26 &27, April 1, 2 & 3 at 8:00 and 
April 4 at 3:00. 

Tickets are $10 for general 
admission and $8 for students and 
senior citizens. 


Student’s band rocks the Bomb Shelter 


Metal fans, rejoice: 
Indignation is power 
driven metal 


By MICHAEL NICKERSON 


Contributing Reporter 


Underground heavy metal is 
back. On Friday the 13th, no less, 
NECC student Jeff O’Brien’s band 
Indignation unleashed a defining 
assault of metal on the fans at the 
Bomb Shelter in Manchester, N.H. 
Nobody stood a chance. 

Along with O’Brien on bass 
guitar, and, after a brief leave of 
absence from the band, original 
singer Justin Sirois returned for 
their first show together in roughly 
five years. 

O’Brien, a CIS Applications 
and Operations Specialist here at 
NECC, returns with original band 
members Dan Pierce on drums and 
one of the best local guitar players 
I’ve ever seen, Eric Valcanas. 
Together they were able to prove 
that heavy music is alive and well if 


5 


You'll find yourself banging your head like it was 1983 if catch an 
Indignation show. 


you know where to find it. 

Now if you listen to bands like 
Godsmack or other radio friendly 
rock bands, Indignation may not be 
for you. But if you appreciate old 
school metal bands such as Iron 
Maiden, Judas Priest, and even 
bands like Megadeth or Slayer, this 
is the band you’ve been looking for. 
You'll find yourself banging your 
head like it was 1983 if you catch 
an Indignation show. 

Granted their set was roughly a 
little longer than half an hour. I 
haven't seen a crowd reaction like 
that at a local show for some time. 
Compared to the two other bands 


playing, Lifedown and Cherry St., 
you would have thought you were at 
a Judas Priest or Black Sabbath 
reunion tour. 

The only way that I can explain 
the crowd’s atmosphere during the 
first two bands is to use a Metallica 
analogy, and I’m sorry. Most of the 
crowd seemed to be from the 
Haverhill area and there was a sea 
of leather jackets with their backs to 
the stage puffing down cigarettes, 
playing pool, or casually talking by 
the bar almost oblivious that there 
was a band on the stage. 

After a brief set up, five minutes 
or less, Indignation finally hit the 


stage. You could see a definite 
change in the audience, cigarettes 
hit the floor, and pool games were 
forgotten. There was more impor- 
tant business at hand. After listen- 
ing for almost two hours to emo 
bands, the crowd was in need of 
some metal, believe me they got 
plenty of it. 

Throughout the set the crowd 
was bombarded with Indignation’s 
signature style of power driven 
metal as well as a few treats for the 
audience. Along with a cover of 
Megadeth’s “Tornado of Souls” the 
band busted out my _ personal 
favorite and my pic for highlight of 


the show: a cover of Motorhead/ 
Ozzy Osbourne’s (it depends on 
who you talk to) “Hellraiser”. 

I honestly can’t say enough 
about this band. Hopefully this is 
just the first of many shows to come 
on this kind of reunion tour. 

If you missed the first show, 
more are being scheduled for the 
near future in the Haverhill and 
southern New Hampshire area. So 
keep your ears open. 

For information on Indignation 
email jobrien@necc.mass.edu. 

All I know is that I feel deeply 
sorry for any band that has to follow 
Indignation. 
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‘Missing Joe’ not a band to miss 


High school friends 
start a band that 
makes it big in 
Boston 


By BRAIN ALEXANDER 
Contributing Reporter 


It’s April, and Spring Weekend 
2002 has taken hold of the students at 
Eastern Connecticut State University 
in Willimantic, CT. It’s a hot 
Saturday, and there is a band setting 
up on the quad. A quick glance 
reveals it’s nobody famous, but for 
some reason, the crowd seems to be 
growing in front of the outdoor stage. 
The band sound checks and begins its 
first song. 


With mild interest, my friends 
and I make our way towards the stage 
to hear what this band is all about. 
Upon arrival, we are greeted with the 
soothing sounds of alternative rock 
mixed with a pop/ punk mentality. 

Meet “Missing Joe,” a four-piece 
band from Boston, MA. The band is 
made up of lead singer and bassist, 
Matt Rafal, guitarist Dave 
Dombrowski, drummer Brian Coes, 
and keyboardist Dan Holden. The 
band formed back in the mid- 
nineties, when four buddies from 
High School decided to start up a 
band. The boys are all from 
Connecticut, but they later moved to 
Boston, where the music scene was 
larger and more music friendly. 

I was immediately hooked on the 
band and went home after their show 
to illegally download some of their 
music. From that Saturday on, I have 
been a “Missing Joe” fan. Their 


songs are a combination of soulful 
ballads about love, loss, finding your 
way in life, and upbeat jam sessions 
about parties and the better side of 
life. 

Matt Rafals’ vocals rival those of 
any artist, and he has his own unique 
style, blending pop and punk into one 
continuous flow of creativity. Rafal 
is also the bassist in the group and 
manages to lay down the bassline 
with unflinching perfection while 
belting out vocal melodies over Dave 
Dombrowski’s_ screaming guitar. 
Dombrowski is an excellent guitarist, 
and has the ability to play a calm 
chord progression or let loose with a 
beautiful guitar solo. Drummer Brian 
Coes plays drums like a crazy man, 
and Keyboardist Dan Holden is great 
with both chords and soloing. The 
band is made up of four talented 
musicians, who know how to mesh 
their musical talents together 


extremely well. 

The band released its first full- 
length album, “Breaking Down the 
Constellations,” in 2000 and has 
since released another full-length 
album, “Highway Songs.” Both of 
these albums have sold thousands of 
copies and “Missing Joe’s” populari- 
ty is still growing. 

The majority of its fan base is 
located in the Northeast, where they 
tour the most, playing over 150 
shows a year in New England and 
surrounding states. The band has 
now played in 18 states and also had 
the opportunity to play in China and 
Japan for the Heineken concert 
series. 

Their music has been well- 
received throughout the music busi- 
ness, and the band’s first album, 
“Bringing Down the Constellations,” 
was even licensed to the WB network 
to be used on the networks’ hit show 


“Dawson’s Creek”. Songs were also 
used on MTV’s “Real World/Road 
Rules Challenge” and ABC’s 
“Making the Band”. 

Overall, the band is doing well 
and continues to tour up and down 
the eastern coast in hopes of hitting it 
big sometime soon. 

If anyone is interested in seeing 
“Missing Joe,” they will be playing a 
host of shows in the surrounding area 
during the upcoming weeks and a 
schedule can be seen at www.miss- 
ingjoe.com. 

If you do have the time to go see 
“Missing Joe,” I suggest you do. 
They play small friendly venues, and 
its never more than five dollars to see 
them and a good majority of the time 
it’s free. Good music is hard to find 
these days, especially locally, so go 
check them out and see what you 
think. My bet is you’Il become a fan 
just like I did. 


‘Miracle’ scores points on the big screen 


By DEREK BEDARD 
Review Columnist 


Hello children, it’s that time 
again for another fabulous install- 
ment of Derek’s Corner, and if you 
like sports and believe in miracles 
(and hate the Yankee$,) then you’ve 
found the right place to be! 

If you’re one of those people 
who think The Patriots winning the 
Super Bowl two years ago was the be 
all end all when it comes to emotion- 
al underdog sports moments, then 
you my friend are dead wrong. 

If you said the 1980’s US Men’s 
Olympic Hockey Team was, then 
shazzam, you’re right on. 

Walt Disney, (a Comcast compa- 
ny...just kidding) released a biopic 
about that very team and their tri- 
umph over the big bad USSR 
National Team, and it’s called 


“Miracle” 
The year was 1979 and the US as 
a whole was down on its luck, with 


the Iran hostage crisis and Vietnam. 
Enter US Hockey coach Herb 
Brooks (played wonderfully by Kurt 


www.espn.com photo 


Russell, who himself was once an 
aspiring baseball player). Brooks is 
the coach of the University of 
Minnesota hockey team when he is 
named the head coach of the 1980 
US Men’s Hockey Team. He is given 
no chance to win, as the team from 
the Soviet Union has won four 
Olympic gold medals in a row. 

Brooks ignores this claim and, 
along with his assistant coach Craig 
Patrick (Noah Emmerich,) pull 
together a team of ragtag college 
players, including goalie Jim Craig 
who is struggling with the question 
of playing for his country or accept- 
ing a big money deal with the Atlanta 
(now Calgary) Flames. 

There is also Boston native Mike 
Eruzione, (played by Danvers native 
Patrick O’Brien Demsey) who, while 
not the biggest or toughest player on 
the team, shows the most heart. 

Now, I’m not going to tell you 


the ending of the movie, because his- 
tory already tells you what happens. 
Turn on ESPN Classic one day and 
watch it. 

However, this movie is really 
good, except for one glaring prob- 
lem, “Miracle” is more of a movie 
about Herb Brooks (who died last 
year in a tragic car accident) and less 
about the hockey games. 

I understand it’s hard to sell a 
hockey movie, especially with the 
NHL in financial ruins and about to 
go on strike, but is it really too much 
to ask? 

Another problem hurting the 
word of mouth of this movie is too 
many people are comparing it to the 
Disney movie series of the early 
1990’s “The Mighty Ducks.” “The 
Mighty Ducks” this is not. However, 
other than that, it’s a wonderful 
movie, quite easily the first great 
movie of 2004. 


Beyonce captures the show at the Grammys 


By AMANDA SPINNEY 
Contributing Reporter 


The Grammy Awards ceremony 
proved to be a spectacular one for 
R&B singer, Beyonce Knowles, who 
has just embarked on her journey as a 
solo-artist from the threesome 
“Destiny’s Child.” The 23-year-old 
went home with five of the six 
Grammys she was nominated for, 
thanks to hits from her new album 
“Dangerously In Love,” which 
resulted in “Best Contemporary 
R&B Album,” “Best R&B song,” 
“Best Female R&B Vocal 
Performance,” “Best Rap/Sung 
Collaboration” and “Best R&B 
Performance by a Duo or Group With 
Vocals” for her collaboration with 
Luther Vandross on the song, “The 
Closer I Get to You.” 

“This is unbelievable,” Beyonce 
proclaimed to the audience at the 
Staples Center in Los Angeles as she 
accepted her first Grammy of the 
night, “just being asked to perform 
was enough of an honor to me.” 


Alongside Beyonce for big win- 


ners at the ceremony were 
“OutKast,” Justin Timberlake, 
“Luther Vandross,” “The White 
Stripes,” “Evanescence,” “No 
Doubt” and the “Neptunes.” 
“OutKast” won “Best Rap 


Album,” “Best Urban/Alternative 
Performance” and the coveted “Best 
Album of the Year for their double- 
album, “Speakerboxxx/The Love 
Below”. When member Andre 3000 
accepted the award for Best Rap 
Album, he was at a loss of words, all 
he said was a simple, “Thank you.” 
before walking off-stage. 

Justin Timberlake won Best Male 
Pop Vocal Performance and Best Pop 
Vocal Performance for his hit, “Cry 
Me A River” from his album, 
“Justified”. The Grammy Awards this 
year were Timberlake’s - like 

Knowles’ - first as a solo-artist. 
Justin made it point to apologize for 
the Super Bowl incident with Janet 
Jackson calling it “unintentional” 
and apologizing to anyone that he 
had offended. Timberlake also pro- 
claimed that winning the Grammy 


was “officially the greatest moment 
of his life.” 

Luther Vandross, who was 
unable to attend the ceremony 
because he is still recovering from a 
severe stroke, won three awards 


www.Grammy.com 

which were; Best R&B Album, Best 

R&B Performance by a Duo or 

Group With Vocals, and Best Male 
R&B Vocal Performance. 

Best Alternative Music 

Album and Best Rock Song went to 


The White Stripes for their album, 
“Elephant” and their song, “Seven 
Nation Army”. Evanescence took 
home the award for Best Hard Rock 
Performance for their first hit, “Bring 
Me To Life” from their debut album 
“Fallen” 

Best Pop Performance By 
a Duo or Group With Vocal went to 
No Doubt for one of their latest hits, 
“Underneath It All”. Pharell 
Williams and his group, The 
Neptunes, won the Producer of The 
Year, Non-Classical award for 
numerous amounts of records that 
they produced for a variety of artists. 

Between the giving and 
receiving of the awards there were 
many great performances by many 
artists. The opening act was Beyonce 
aside the one and only, Prince fol- 
lowed by many more, such as, The 
White Stripes, Sting, Christina 
Aguleria, Martina McBride, Justin 
Timberlake, OutKast, and many, 
many more riveting performances. 
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Smokers voice. .. 


Smokers already have to deal with things like 
lung cancer...should they have to deal with 


predjudice too? 


By DusTIN Gray 
Style Editor 


It’s some- 
thing we see 
daily, both in 
the media and 
in our every- 
day lives; the 
classy blonde 
lounge singer 
at your 
favorite jazz 
bar, the suc- 
cessful businessman strolling through 
Boston Common, and even the occa- 
sional professional athlete. 

They all share a common bond 
pressed between their lips called a 
cigarette. It seems these days, 
smoking has become America’s 
favorite guilty pleasure. So what 
makes it so bad? Why do so many 
smokers have feelings of guilt 
when they do something they 
enjoy? 

For years, smoking has been a 
sign of glamour and prestige by 
many peoples’ standards, yet there 
is still an ever growing effort to 
make smoking out to be the worst 
thing a person can do. So why do 
we continue do it? Many people 
have many different reasons for 
smoking. 

Some reasons are to alleviate 
stress, to stay trim, or simply just 
because they like the way it makes 
them feel, which are all valid rea- 
sons. I mean, it is a free country 
isn’t it? 

Now let me get one thing strait, 
I’m not here to advocate smoking 
in any way. Nor do I plan to some- 
how pressure anyone to smoke that 
doesn’t want to. It’s a matter of 
personal preference. This is the 


precise reason I think we should 
treat smokers as equals just like we 
do anyone else who may be differ- 
ent. 

You don’t see people who 
chew gum or those that enjoy a cup 
of coffee in the morning being 
ridiculed on a daily basis, do you. 
To be perfectly honest, it’s not that 
unusual to be a smoker, over 55 
million folks light up every day in 
America. Out of those 55 million 
are public icons such as Rudy 
Giuliani, Claudia Shiffer and even 
Michael Jordan just to name a few. 

It just seems to me that a large 
number of smokers are looked at 
differently for doing something 
they enjoy as well as exercising 
their Constitutional rights. As far 
as I know, it’s not illegal. 

Though soon, it may 
become so expensive no 
one will be able to afford a 
pack of smokes any more. 
This seems to be the goal 
of Michigan’s Governor, 
Jennifer Granholm, who 
plans to tack on a 75 cent 
tax increase on every pack 
of cigarettes in an attempt 
to put a dent in a 3.1 billion 
dollar deficit for the 
upcoming fiscal year. 

Like I said before, it’s a 
personal choice people 
make, and it just doesn’t # 
seem right that smokers 
should be charged $2.00 a 
pack in taxes alone for 
making that decision. 

I’m almost positive in 
this day and age most 
smokers are aware of the 
potential health risks they 
are taking. We see enough 
anti-smoking advertise- 


know it’s bad for us. The last 
thing a smoker needs is for some- 
one to walk up to them and say, 
“You know, you shouldn’t smoke, 
it’s really bad for you.” Hello, I 
think we already know that. 

It’s not as if the smokers in this 
country have been living in a cave 
for the past century, we know it’s 
bad for us, and most of us simply 
don’t care. 

So the next time you tell some- 
one they can’t smoke in your 
restaurant, or give a smoker the 
evil eye in passing, (yes, we do 
notice) just remember smokers are 
human beings just like everyone 
else. 

I think I speak for smokers 
everywhere when I say it’s not that 
we’re bad people, we just have a 
bad habit. So get off of our backs! 


‘Get 
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Robert Worthen and Jennifer Conrad enjoy a smoke during lunch 
break. 


ments on television to What’s more disgusting: this ashtray or the treatment smokers get? 


How to keep your swimmers healthy and swimming 


By DustTIN GRAY 
Style Editor 


Alright fellas, it’s time to discuss 
a couple of things which may seem 
awkward, but need to be covered in 
order to create awareness. Just in 
case you haven’t caught on to the 
subliminal messages yet, I’m talking 
about male fertility. 

Now, I realize this isn’t every 
man’s favorite subject, but the fol- 
lowing information could dramati- 
cally increase your chances of having 
children, or on the contrary, serve as 
an excellent form of permanent birth 
control. 

Several factors can contribute to 
a man’s reproductive capabilities. 
For example, even the type of under- 
wear you wear can affect your sperm 
count. Amos Gunebaum, MD, direc- 
tor of maternal-fetal medicine at the 
New York Hospital-Cornell Weill 
Medical College, offers a few tips to 
help loosen the restraints on men. 

First, throw out all your tight 
jeans. They tend to constrict the 


groin area and slow sperm =°o-duc- 


—————_——_¢ ¢ —_——_——— 


“You can’t just wear boxer shorts the 
night before a romantic date, and 


expect it to work.” 


Amos Grunebaum 


tion. 

Keep this in mind especially dur- 
ing sports activities and while sitting 
for long durations. Secondly, only 
wear boxer shorts for the same rea- 
son. Some men may see this being as 
a tall order, but if you want to spread 
your seed, you'll have to protect your 
assets. 

Temperature is also a factor in 
male fertility. For sperm to be pro- 
duced ideally, the testes must be at a 
lower temperature, (approximately 2 
degrees) lower than regular body 
temperature. This is why they are 
located outside the body.-So keep in 


mind when wearing tight-fitting 
underwear and trousers, theycan 
overheat your little friends, thus 
resulting in insufficient sperm pro- 
duction and a possible low sperm 
count. 

Also, according to Gunebaum, it 
takes 10 to 11 weeks for sperm to be 
produced. He says, “You can’t just 
wear boxer shorts the night before a 
romantic date, and expect it to work.” 
“Anything you do that damages 
sperm will affect them for the next 10 
to 11 weeks.” 

So, to keep your swimmers in the 
best possible shape for reproduction, 


remember to stay loose and keep 
them at the proper temperature 
whenever you can. That way, all 
you'll have to worry about is your 


This is what a healthy, functional sperm ! 


happy, healthy children reaching 
their teenage years and hating you for 
everything you sacrificed for them. 


www.yahoo.com 


‘s like. 
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Tattoos: A great idea for the summer 


By DusTIN GRAY 
Style Editor 


With summer creeping ever clos- 
er, this is the perfect time of year to 
start thinking about your next tattoo. 
Or, if you’re a virgin to the ink, get- 
ting your first piece now will have you 
healed up just in time to hit the beach 
this summer with your new tattoo. 

It’s not as hard as you may think 
to find the parlor that’s right for you. 
Every artist is different and has his or 
her own style. Jim McCleod is a bril- 
liant tattoo artist who has been work- 
ing for over a decade in both New 
York and California. One element of 
his style is he lacks the ability draw 
straight lines. 

This may seem like a negative 
attribute for a man who injects ink 
into people’s skin for a living, but 
that’s what works for him. “It’s my 
trademark,” says McCleod. He is cur- 
rently working at Beachin’ Tattoo in 
Encinitas, CA. 

People all over the world have 
been getting tattooed for a long time, 
longer than you may think. Marks 
were found on a mummified human 
body, dating back to 3000 B.C which 
could arguably be conceived as tat- 
toos. 

And with the rising level of social 
acceptance tattoos are getting in 
recent times, it seems that within the 
next few years, everyone will have at 
least one. 

There really are countless reasons 
why people get tattoos, and every- 
one’s motives are different. First, 


KRT 
Feb. 23-29, 2004 
Aries (March 21-April 


20). Business contracts or 
financial promises are 


valid. Late Tuesday, expect 
friends and colleagues to propose 


new money strategies or announce 
elaborate career schemes. This is a 
strong time for advancement, revised 
home planning and rekindled ambi- 
tion, Don't avoid delicate or complex 
assignments. Wednesday through 
Saturday accent last-minute social 
invitations. Group events may prove 
unusually rewarding. Remain open 
to new romantic introductions. 
Taurus (April 21-May 
re) 20). Home and romantic 
plans are accented over the 
next. five days. Before 
Friday, expect loved ones to discuss 
long-term family aspirations, tradi- 
tional roles in the home or costly ren- 
ovations. Study facts, figures and 
paperwork for valuable clues. 
Restrictions of time, social responsi- 
bility or money may become bother- 
some. After Saturday, rest and enjoy 
private time. Physical and emotional 
Vitality may be low. Pamper the 
body, if possible, and avoid excess 
social strain. 
Gemini (May 21-June 
21). Fair play and group 
dynamics are accented over 
the next two days. Watch 
for friends or colleagues to disagree 
on planned schedules, daily obliga- 
tions or social events. Emotional 
ownership and possessiveness may 
be at issue. Go slow and ask loved 


there’s the younger crowd, (18-20 
yrs). It’s pretty easy to figure out why 
some one of that age would want a tat- 
too. First of all, they finally can. 
There’s a lot of young people out there 


Getting a piece on the lower back is very popu- 


lar for the ladies. 


who are probably counting the days 
until they become of age (18) to get 
something tattooed on their blank can- 
vasses, called bodies. This can be 
done even earlier in rare cases, but it 
does require a parent’s signature on a 
release form. A lot of artists won’t do 
it though, because at that age, the 
body is still growing and the stretch- 
ing of the skin could distort the tattoo. 

Another reason why the younger 
generation is attracted to the idea of 
getting tattooed is they think it will 
make them look older. Having tattoos 
at the tender age of 18 can definitely 
make a person feel more mature as 
well as boost — self-confidence. 
Basically, it’s giving them a new and 


ones for added support. Later this 
week, business alliances may be 
temporarily delayed or strained. 
Limited resources or complex work- 
place politics may be central con- 
cerns. Don't confront; permanent 
change will take time. 
Cancer (June 22-July 
r y) 22). Before next week, 
Ov ongoing social or romantic 
power struggles can be eas- 
ily resolved. Expect renewed respect 
and added cooperation from loved 
ones. After Wednesday, workplace 
rules and regulations may dramati- 
cally increase. Watch for authority 


figures to set new standards, limit 
time schedules or demand fast 
results. Offer a consistent effort. 
Over the next eight days, key offi- 
cials and trusted colleagues will rely 
heavily on your integrity, cheerful 
resolve and attention to detail. 
Leo (July 22-Aug. 22). 
Complex travel or business 
plans will take on a dramat- 
ic tone over the next few 
days. After Tuesday, expect authority 
figures, work partners and close 
friends to present controversial 
ideas. Short trips and creative solu- 
tions are expensive but promising. 
Remain patient and watch for sus- 
tained progress. Thursday through 
Sunday, loved ones will expect 
detailed explanations of recent group 
events, family dynamics or romantic 
decisions. Remain open. 
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22). Before midweek, 
loved ones will search out 
emotional validation for 


i 


creative way to express themselves. 
Tattoo Parlors do have an age require- 
ment. Patrons need to be 18 or older to 
receive their services. Yet unlike other 
age-restricted influences like smoking 
and drinking, 
body art isn’t fol- 
lowed by a long 
list of health haz- 
ards, But it is true 
that tattoos can be 
very addictive. 

People in their 
twenties to their 
forties tend to 
make up the 
largest group of 
tattoo advocates. 
Some folks really 
get into the art by 
getting full 
Dustin Grayphoto sleeves and even 
full back pieces. 
Others simply 
spread out a few 
on their bodies. It’s just a matter of 
taste really. 

One reason people like to get tat- 
tooed is for sentimental value. They 
will get their last name on their back, 
portraits of their children or R.I.P. 
style eulogies of loved ones who have 
passed away. Religious tattoos are 
very popular as well. 

The most important part about 
getting tattooed is making a solid 
decision you know you can live with 
and getting it done properly in the first 
place... it will be there forever! 

There are a lot of great tattoo 
shops all over the country and in the 
world; here are a few tips on how to 
find the perfect parlor and some infor- 


their romantic goals or family ideas. 
Remain thoughtful and wait for 
detailed discussions. At present, 
friends and lovers may need to work 
through delicate issues of intimacy, 
privacy or trust. Wednesday through 
Saturday, accent unexpected finan- 
cial duties. Late payments, missed 
deadlines or long-term contracts may 
require new rules. If so, remain con- 
sistent. Authority figures will opt for 
simple agreements. 
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 
Q 23). Romantic and social 
= promises are highlighted. 
Late Tuesday, watch for 
loved ones to express a need for fam- 
ily sharing, emotional intimacy or 
sensuality. Be receptive. Love and a 
renewed faith in long-term commit- 
ment will offer powerful rewards. 
Thursday through Sunday, financial 
information may be misleading. 
Governmental agencies and large 
corporations may announce complex 
revisions. Remain patient. New 
income sources will arrive. 
Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 
Nn, 22). Previous workplace 
power struggles. will fade. 
Over the next five days, 
watch for colleagues and friends to 
adopt a more creative approach to 
team problems. Areas strongly 
affected are seniority, age versus 
experience and minor disputes with 
authority. Don't avoid difficult deci- 
sions. Your actions and guidance will 
be quickly followed. Late Saturday, 
respond honestly to probing ques- 
tions or subtle comments. Short-term 
romantic choices may be necessary. 


mation on how to care for your new 
tattoo. 


FIND THE RIGHT SHOP 


Word of mouth referrals: Talk to 
people you see around town who have 
nice work and find out where they 
went. 

Work experience: Ask your 
prospective artist how long he or she 
has been working. Five years of expe- 
rience is a good minimum, and if you 
want to get picky, don’t go to anyone 
that doesn’t have ten or more years 
under their belt. 

Scrapbooks: Most legitimate 
artists will have a portfolio of their 
work. If you like their style in the 
examples of what they have done, go 
for it. 


Cleanliness: 


Make sure your 


artist wears surgical gloves and most 
importantly, make sure you see the 
needles intended for use on you come 
out of a sealed package. Never get tat- 
tooed by a_ reusable needle. 


AFTER CARE 


* Keep fresh tattoos out of the sun 
until healed. 

* Wear loose fitting clothes over 
fresh work. 

* Wash with warm, NOT HOT 
water, and fragrance free antibacterial 
soap. 

* Keep fresh work lubricated at 
all times with a thin layer of fragrance 
free moisturizing lotion. 

* Never use pain-relieving oint- 
ments like Neosporin. It will speed up 
the healing process and push the ink 
out. 


www.teamschnidder,com 


Tattoo artist Jim McCleod hard at work. 


Sagittarius (Nov. 23- 
Dec. 21). An emotional or 


x social competition now 


fades. After Tuesday, expect moody 
friends to settle differences and find 
common understanding. Unusual 
discussions or comments may also 
be accented. Watch for verbal power 
struggles to quickly evolve into silly 
antics. Later this week, business 
restrictions may temporarily delay 
vital projects. Key officials may 
limit schedules, reverse permissions 
or offer controversial instructions. 
Stay alert. Tempers may be high. 
Capricorn (Dec. 22- 
Jan. 20). Close relatives 
and romantic partners are 
highly motivated to discuss 
family patterns, traditional roles or 
outdated decisions. Past differences 
will no longer create restriction. Use 
this time to improve harmony, under- 
standing and group awareness in the 
home. Thursday through Saturday, 
workplace ethics and minor financial 
setbacks may demand special diplo- 
macy. Reassure friends and co-work- 
ers of your loyalty. Continued devo- 
tion will be expected. 
Aquarius (Jan. 21-Feb. 
WN 19). Social relationships 
ANY. ae unpredictable. Before 
Thursday, watch for sud- 
den bursts of emotion or rare con- 
frontations between friends. No seri- 
ous or long-term affects are likely, so 
not to worry. Do, however, avoid 
detailed discussions concerning yes- 
terday's promises or missed invita- 
tions. Friday through Sunday, a rela- 
tive or romantic partner will offer 


unique insight into his or her private 
fears. Offer heartfelt advice. Long- 
term isolation or family disputes 
may be strong concerns. 
Pisces (Feb. 20-March 
} 20). Love affairs and long- 
term family plans may be 
complicated with  last- 
minute time restrictions and outside 
responsibility. Monday through 
Thursday, loved ones may request 
special favors, demand added private 
time or advocate revised home rules. 
Refuse to be dissuaded from estab- 
lished routines. Romantic hopes and 
social decisions will be brought back 
into balance. Early this weekend, 
contact old friends. Your affection 
and loyalty are genuinely missed. 

If your birthday is this 
week .., Business officials and older 
colleagues may be unusually tem- 
peramental over the next four to five 
weeks. Key areas of concern involve 
private family strain, marital discord 
or minor power struggles with 
younger co-workers. Avoid public 
discussions, if possible, and expect 
continuing complications. Before 
April 5, workplace changes and 
revised job roles may demand seri- 
ous attention. Later this summer, sur- 
prising romantic and social 
nities may arrive. After mid-July, 
expect love relationships to quickly 
evolve into long-term commitments 
or complex lifestyle choices. Wait, 
however, until the end of September 
before taking on greater family 
responsibilities. 
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Men fail to qualify 


The Knights ended 
their season just 
short of qualifying 


By KYLE RICHARDSON 
Contributiing Reporter 


The Knights couldn’t keep up 
with the physical aggressive play 
by Dean Junior College, losing 
105-85 at home on Feb. 12 to end 
the Knights’ push for the playoffs. 

“Coming into tonight’s game, 
we knew we would have our hands 
full, we would have to play our 
best and try to contain them as 
much as possible,” Head Coach 
Darren Stratton said. 

Dean got off to a quick 12-3 
lead and never looked back. The 
Knights settled down and came 
back with a 10-0 run, pulling them- 
selves within one at 22-21 toward 
the end of the first half. 

Dean then forced the Knights 
to work around their half court 
press, forcing numerous turnovers, 
which led to a 15-0 run of their 
own. 


Bruins nearly unstoppable in 


Tne Bruins are on a 
tear and looking to 
gain a home spot in 


the playoffs 


Alright everyone, it's time to 
notice Boston's other team. No, it's 
not the Celtics. And no, not even 
the Red Sox. 

That's right; I'm talking about 
the Bruins, who are barreling 
through the Eastern Conference, 
going 16-3-3-2 since 2004 began (as 
of Feb. 23). They haven't lost a 
game in regulation since Jan. 24 ina 
horribly officiated game against the 
Florida Panthers. They just closed 
up a seven game road trip last in 
Carolina Saturday, going 4-0-1-2 on 
the trek to climb within two points 
of the number one seed in the East. 

So, with football season over 
and most of you sports fans looking 
for something to fill the void, look 
no further. And judging by atten- 
dance and ratings, many of you need 
to be filled in on the Bruins and 
what's going down on Causeway St. 

First off, this is different from 
previous years. Around January, 
the B's usually hit the skids. It hap- 
pened last year. This year, as men- 
tioned, is the complete opposite. 
With 13 of 20 remaining games at 
home and playing “as crisp as they 
have in years, this: team could be 
around for awhile. 

This team is loaded with talent, 
and even though they have been and 
still disappointed in the past, there's 
reason to believe this team is differ- 
ent. For starters, there's Andrew 
Raycroft. Finally, we have a num- 
ber one goaltender to call our own. 
An improvement from last year's 
constant switching between Steve 
Shields and Jeff Hackett. 

In his first full season, Raycroft, 
rookie of the year candidate, has 


The Knights wouldn’t go away. 
With patience on offense, working 
the ball around the perimeter and 
tough defense, the Knights were 
able to get back into the game. 

Forward Joe Tardif sparked the 
Knights with a couple of back-to- 
back three-pointers, ending with 26 
points. Forward Greg Duncan, 
who had an outstanding game on 
both offense and defense, ended his 
night with 22 points. 

The second half was a mirror 
image of the first. Dean opened 
the half with a 12-2 run to widen 
the gap, running the court very 
well, with precision passing, 
breaking down the Knights’ 
defense. Throughout the game, 
nothing went the Knights’ way. 
Balls were not dropping when 


needed, as well as numerous 
turnovers. 
“I wasn’t sure about our 


defense mentality this season, how 
we stand up to other teams in our 
division. Also having to overcome 
our line up, with players coming 
and going it was going to be a dif- 
ficult task,” said Stratton. 


gone 21-13-7 (OT losses are not 
counted separately for goaltenders). 
He is fourth in the league in both 
goals against average, 1.95, and 
save percentage, .931. Having a 
goaltender playing day to day the 
way Raycroft is playing will be a 
huge plus for this team. And when 
Raycroft needs a break, there's vet- 
eran Felix Potvin. 

Potvin has gone 9-7-5 with a 
2.77 GAA. Potvin may be past his 
prime, but is still good enough to 
make an impact. So we go from 
Shields and Hackett last season to 
the Raycroft and Potvin Duo his 
year. 

So, we have the goaltending to 
take us places, but how about the 
goal scorers? The Bruins top line 
of Joe Thornton, Glen Murray and 
Sergei Samsonov is clicking right 
now. Glen Murray scored 14 goals 
in the last 13 games-even while bat- 
tling the stomach flu. Murray leads 
the team in goals with 27, and may 
very well be on his way to a third 
straight 40 goal season. He has 23 
assists and leads the team in shots 
on goal with 203. 

Captain Joe Thornton leads the 
team with 45 assists and has regis- 
tered 16 goals. His goal total may 


ww 


The Bruins are 
barreling through 
theEastern 
Conference going 
16-3-3-2 since 
2004 began... ~ 


be low, but Thornton has'the ability 
to get the puck-deep and muscle 
around the net to create great scor- 
ing opportunities. 

New father Samsonov has 
missed 14 games this season, but is 
still-a presence. _ He is able to use 
his speed to get some odd man rush- 
es going the other way. Samsonov 


‘03 season In review 


Men end year earlier 
than expected 


By JASON JOAQUIN 
Sports Edtor 


The NECC Men’s basketball 
team closed up the season last week 
to end at a disappointing 10-16 
record. The team is very disappoint- 
ed and feel they should have been 
able to qualify. Those not returning 
next year are extremely up set as this 
was their last chance at a champi- 
onship. 

"Our overall defense was much 
better this year," said assistant coach 
Pete Tompkins. "We are disappoint- 
ed with our offensive end. We defi- 
nitely had trouble scoring this year 
and being able to close out teams." 

Tompkins estimated 11 of the 
team’s 16 losses were by three 
points or less. Something he and 
head coach Darren Stratton attrib- 
uted to the scoring funks in the sec- 
ond half. 

Even though the season ended 
before they had hoped, there are still 
some positives to take out of it. 


has 11 goals and 21 assists on the 
season. Not only is the top line pro- 
ducing, but there is all kinds of 
offense to be found on this team. 
Center Brian Rolston has 18 goals 
on the year, two of them shorthand- 
ed. He has a blisetering slap shot 
and, like Samsonov, is able to use 
his speed to create opportunities in 
the offensive end. 

Winger Mike Knuble is also 


beginning to make a name for him- 
self. Knuble has 17 goals and 18 
assists on the season and also has 
the ability to set up chances around 
the net. 

The biggest surprise of the year 
has been rookie Patrice Bergeron. 
Bergeron, who is only 18, has 
showed no fear. He’ roughs up 
vets, throws checks and scores 
goals. What more could you ask 
for. Two of Bergeron's 16 have 
been game winners. - He-also has 
chipped in with -20 assists. 
Bergeron is also amongst the leaders 
for the rookie of the year. His 
offensive output isn't as high as oth- 
ers up for the title, but they all have 
minor league experience and none 
of them are 18. 

Ted Donato deserves some men- 


"All the freshmen that are com- 
ing back have one year behind 
them," said Tompkins. "With all the 
tough losses we suffered they know 
what it’s like, and hopefully they 
know what it takes now to change 
those very close games to a victory." 

Something Tompkins referred 
too as an absolute advantage is 
NECC hosting the regional tourna- 
ment. A great scouting opportunity 
to help build for next year. 

"Pl definitely be here (for the 
tournament)," Tompkins _ said. 
"We'll film everybody because as 
coaches go, more than likely they’ll 
stick to the same system every year, 
So, we'll see what they’re doing and 
all the strengths the teams possess." 

This season is also the first in 
Stratton’s five years at NECC_ in 
which the team will not qualify for 
the tournament. 

"They were one win away from 
both the State and Regional tourna- 
ment," said athletic director Sue 
MacAvoy. 

About half the team will be 
returning next year to try and get 
back on the winning side. And who 
knows, maybe even a new floor 
could lift their spirits. 


tion as well. He hasn't been light- 
ing up the lamp on a constant basis, 
but when he does, they're usually 
huge. Since returning to Boston, 
Donato has tallied five goals, three 
of them shorthanded to either put 
the Bruins back in it, or give them a 
lead. 

This team is also getting some 
great defensive efforts. All-star 
Nick Boynton is averaging 23 min- 


th REE RPI: 
Jason Joaquin photo 
FleetCenter attendance has been less than stellar this season: 13 
of 20 remaining games are on home ice. 


utes a game and can stop on comers 
in their tracks. With an impressive 
+/- of 14 (+/- meaning if more goals 
were scored or allowed while he is 
on the ice, in this instance, 14 more 
were scored by the Bruins than 
allowed), there are few opportuni- 
ties for other teams to bring the puck 
deep. Hal Gil leads team defense 
with a +/- of 15. Gil uses his size as 
an advantage to knock opponents of 
course and create turnovers in the 
defensive end. 

Only 16 games into his Bruin 
tenure, defensemen Jiri Slegr has 
been somewhat of an 
offensive/defensemen. He already 
has 14 points (3G, 11A) and shoots 
the puck when given the chance, 
something this team seemed to lack 
from the point since Ray Bourque 


Massachusetts 
Community College 
Athletic Conference 

Tournament 
Results 
(held at NECC) 
MEN 


Saturday, Feb 21 


Semifinals 
#4Quinsigamond def. 
#1 Springfield Tech 
#2 Massasoit def. #3 
Roxbury 


Sunday, Feb. 22 
Finals 


Massasoit 76 
Quinsigamond 70 


WOMEN 
Sunday Feb. 22 


Finals 
Holyoke 63 
Bunker Hill 53 
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departed. 

And lastly, the big difference 
from last year is head coaching. 
Robbie Ftorek was shown the door 
towards the end of last season so 
General Manager Mike O'Connell 
was coach through the playoffs. An 
immediate disadvantage when you 
go up against Pat Burns and his New 
Jersey Devils in the first round 
which they learned not to long after. 

This year, we have Mike 
Sullivan. Sullivan, who experi- 
enced much success in Providence, 
was called up last year to assist 
O'Connell. Not long after the sea- 
son he was named head coach. He 
has the team playing solid hockey 
against anyone in front of them. 
Whether it's Colorado, Dallas, 
Toronto or Philadelphia, the Bruins 
have shown they're for real. 

If this team sticks together, and 
we can only pray Jeremy Jacobs will 
do the unexpected and shell out 
some cash, good things will happen- 
sooner than later. The trade dead- 
line is also approaching, and the B's 
can use a good offensive/defense- 
men down the stretch. Someone 
with playoff experience wouldn't 
hurt. 

But for talent to stay, they need 
money, and money comes from 
attendance. The Bruins have aver- 
aged 14,474 fans per game. That is 
20th in the league with 82.4 percent 
attendance and was unheard of in 
the Garden days. That's about 
3,000 empties a game, so it's plenty 
for you to*get out there and get a 
ticket. 

Every Thursday is "student 
night" at the Fleet Center. With you 
college ID, you get half off. So buy 
some cheapies, sneak down to the 


“good seats (it's easy) and support the 


team. I'll keep doing it, and I hope 
to see more of you there. The 
Bruins will take on‘ long time rival 
Montreal Canadiens at the Fleet this 
Thursday the 26th. 

Something is Bruin in Bean 
town, and you may not want to miss 
it. 
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By JASON JOAQUIN 
Sports Editor 


Springtime is in the air...in Fort 
Myers, that is. 

A lot has gone on in Red Sox 
nation since...since...well, why even 
go there. The Sox and Yankees bat- 
tles didn't end that night. In fact, they 
haven't stopped. Let's take a look at 
the box score. 

After a long winter of wheeling 
and dealing, something went wrong. 
Alex Rodriguez was going to leave 
Texas and come to the northeast to 
play. Just not to the Yankees. Are 
you kidding? 

I'm sorry, but now we have to go 
back to that night. Aaron "Bleeping" 
Boone sends the Sox home for the 
winter. More recently, he blows out 
his knee playing a game of pick-up 
basketball, creating an opening at 
third base for the Yanks. And as 
we've heard it before: "The Evil 
Empire Strikes Back." They made it 
happen. With the Yankees sending 
Alfonso Soriano (and a player to be 
named later) to Texas, A-Rod goes to 
New York. Texas also agreed to 
absorb some of A-Rod's salary. 
Yankees 1, Red Sox 0. 

Another $100 million contract in 
New York. There are eight $100 mil- 
lion players in all of Major League 
Baseball. The Yankees have four. 


Anyone up for a salary cap? 

The NFL has a cap and is as com- 
petitive as ever. But baseball lacks 
one. It just doesn’t show at the bank. 
You can pretty much make a general 
assumption about who will be com- 
ing to play in October before the sea- 
son even starts. 

But does this hurt the Red Sox? 
No, of course not. In this "loss," the 
Sox still will be putting the same 
product on the field as last year, but 
even better. 

Sox nation is perfectly content, 
having Nomar Garciaparra at short- 
stop and Manny Ramirez in left. 
David Ortiz is back with a new con- 
tract. Trot Nixon, Mike Timlin and 
new number five starter Byung-Hyun 
Kim have also inked extensions. 

Along with all the returning Sox 
coming to "cowboy up" for yet 
another season, some new faces have 
joined the cavalry. 

Gone is Grady Little. Blamed for 
the game seven collapse, there was 
no doubt Sox management would 
part ways with Grady. His replace- 
ment: Terry Francona. Francona has 
managerial experience with the 
Philadelphia Phillies from 1997 to 
2000. The players all liked Grady 
Little. If Francona gets the same 
respect this season, good things will 
happen. Technically, Grady was 
good for the Yankees. So let's make 
it Red Sox 2, Yankees 1. 


A beginner’s gui 


MMA, already huge 
in Japan, is gaining 
popularity in the US. 


By DEREK BEDARD 
Staff Columnist 


In the past this sport has been 
described as "vile" and "degrading" 
due to it’s high level of violence, but 
in the past two to three years this 
sport has really taken it’s spot in the 


sports world and has become one of 


the most popular sports in the world. 

This sport is Mixed Martial Arts 
(MMA) fighting, a fighting competi- 
tion that combines boxing, wrestling, 
judo, karate, kickboxing, and ju-jitsu 
amongst other forms of fighting. 

Mixed Martial Arts fighting has 
become so popular that there are 
thousands of MMA schools and clubs 
running all over the world today, 
including Brazilian Top Team, Ken 
Shamrock’s Lions Den, and Miletich 
Martial Arts (Miltech Martial Arts is 
so good they have actually trained 
some FBI agents in hand to hand 
combat, according to their official 
website.) 

The rules in MMA are similar to 
that of boxing. The only notable 
exception is there are three rounds 
consisting of usually three minutes 
each, and fighters can fight on the 
ground. 

Right now in Japan, where MMA 
is king, there are two major promo- 
tions operating with hundreds more 
in their shadows. 

Those promotions are PRIDE 
and K-1, the most popular being 
PRIDE. which regularly draws 
50,000 plus fans to each show they 


promote, according to attendance fig- 
ures published on the official PRIDE 
website, and K-1 is just the same. 

MMA has become so popular in 
fact, that all the major Las Vegas 
allow betting on MMA 
events, and they usually draw in 
good money. 

Just like pro wrestling, MMA has 
its own cast of very distinct charac- 
ters, most notably Bob Sapp of K-1, 
and Mirko "Cro Cop" Fliopovic of 
PRIDE. 

Sapp is a 673" 350 pound gentle 
giant, that is until he steps into the 
ring. 

Sapp is currently the biggest 
American celebrity living in Japan 
and has estimated that he has done 
over one thousand media interviews, 
been on two hundred different TV 
programs and is the pitchman of 
twenty different products, everything 
from noodles to TVs to cars. In addi- 
tion to that, he sold over 100,000 
copies of his debut music album, 


casinos 


Sports 


The Sox also have a revered 
closer in Keith Foulke. Last year 
with Oakland, Foulke collected 43 
saves with a 2.08 ERA while pitching 
a shade over 86 innings. He uses a 
fastball clocked in the low 90s with a 


combination of changeups to get the 
job done. He sent 88 men down on 
strikes in 2003. 

The big move of the off season 
was landing Curt Schilling. Schilling 
is added to a rotation with established 
starters Pedro Martinez, Derek Lowe 
and Tim Wakefield. Solid. Time will 
tell if Kim will produce. If not, 
Bronson Arroyo is in waiting. 

Schilling, the 2001 World Series 
Co-MVP, is coming over from 


Arizona. Combined: with General 
Manager Theo Epstein going to 
Arizona during Thanksgiving to meet 
with Schilling at his home and an 
internet chat with Sox fans, he agreed 
to come to Boston. The Yankees had 


S se ee 


Jason Joaquin photo 
It won’t be long before the Yankees are at Fenway (Apr. 16). 


hoped to land him, but they didn't. 
Red Sox 2, Yankees |. 

In an injury plagued 2003 season, 
Schilling went 8-9 with a 2.95 era in 
24 starts. He accumulated 194 
strikeouts to only 32 walks in 168 
innings pitched while throwing three 
complete games along the way. The 
win/loss record may be misleading as 
the Diamondbacks were 21st in the 
league in runs scored while the Sox 
sat at the top. 


’ Red Sox vs Yankees: The offseason 


In addition to these moves, fan 
favorite Brian Daubach has returned 
to the organization on a minor league 
deal. Two time gold glove winner 
Pokey Reese has come over from 
Pittsburgh to add solid defense at 
second. While his bat won't produce 
as well as Todd Walker did, the Sox 
needed improvement defensively. 
Elis Burks has also returned to 
Boston for some added offense off 
the bench. 

I know what you're all thinking. 
The score is tied. Roger Clemens is 
no longer completely hated in these 
parts. He retired, came out of retire- 
ment, and signed with the Houston 
Astros, all in the span of a couple of 
months, The Yankees also lost Andy 
Pettitte to free agency. If a loss for 
the Sox is a win for the Yankees, then 
the opposite should be the same. 
Final score, Red Sox 4, Yankees 1. 

rhis score came about on com- 
pletely biased views. Honestly. 

So that does it for now. It won't 
be long before the Yankees come to 
town so we can‘ continue on in this 
never ending rivalry. They'll be here 
Apr. 16 for a 4 game set. 

As we get closer to the season, be 
sure to pick up a copy of the 
Observer for a complete preview and 
predictions for the 2004 season. 


e to Mixed Martial Arts 


have gone so far as to call Filopovic 
the "most feared man alive," and 
who’s to disagree. This former 
Croatian antiterrorist agent and cur- 
rent member of the Croatian parlia- 
ment (oddly enough) has KO’ed 
many of his opponents with his 
feared kicks within minutes. 

Right now there appears to be 
nobody on the horizon who can stop 
this 29-year-old. 

Right now MMA is big business 
not only in Japan where record tele- 
vision audiences watched 3 MMA 
events in Japan on New Years Eve 
(according to Japanese television rat- 
ings) but also in America, where K-1 
& PRIDE have expanded, both 
releasing home videos, video games, 
and merchandise. K-1 is currently 
seen on TV in America on the ESPN2 
network, and every PRIDE event is 
shown on Pay Per View here in the 
United States. K-1 recently ran a 
major show in Las Vegas which fea- 
tured Bob Sapp and aired live on 


WEG 


MM<A has it’s own cast of very distinct 
characters, most notibly Bob Sapp of 
K-1 and Mirko “Cro Cop” Flipovic of 


PRIDE. 


Sapp made over $3 million dol- 
lars in 2003 alone. He has an 
impending fight with Mike Tyson 
(yes, that Mike Tyson) on his sched- 
ule in 2004. 

Along with the flashy Sapp, 
there is the all-business Mirko 
Filopovic of the rival PRIDE promo- 
tion. 

Many 


MMA/boxing _ insiders 


PPV, and PRIDE is aiming towards a 
September date in Las Vegas. 

Wherever it goes from here, it 
has become apparent that boxing and 
pro wrestling has found a new rival, 
one that appears ready to pass its 
counterparts. 


Mirko Cro Cop giving Bob Sapp a right hand body blow 
during the 2003 K-1 World Grand Prix in Tokyo. 


Make your voice heard 
Email your letters to: 
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Which proposed NHL rule 


The NFL , not a kid’s game 


the draft, and that any- 
one had the right to take 


change do you Caer with? 


New draft rules to 


By Davin WILLIS 
Editor 


I'll level with everyone; I dis- 
agree with most all of the NHL’s 
proposed rule changes. With all 
the problems the NHL is having 
right now, the last thing that is 
going to help the hockey league is 
something useless like change, 
like expanding the blue line. 

Oooo, bigger blue lines, look 
at the crowd pack in. 

But the absolute stupidest rule 
change which has been given is 
forbidding goalies from playing 
the puck behind the net. 

How, HOW can this possibly 
help the game of hockey. I don’t 
recall any time in my life of 
watching hockey where I have 
thought, “Wow, this hockey game 
was great, other than when that 
goalie played the puck behind the 
net.” 

The main problem with hock- 
ey is there is almost no scoring. 
The days of the 100-goal scorer 
are gone and fans are lucky to see 
a 2-1 final score. Fans get bored 
watching hockey games with no 
scoring. 

There are a number of things 
which would help this problem, 
and stopping goalies from playing 
the puck behind the net isn’t 
going to make this much better. 


By JASON JOAQUIN 
Sports Editor 


The proposed rule change | 
disagree with the most is going to 
the shootout in the event of a tie. 
True, it would be a round of at 
least ten penalty shots, the most 
exciting play in hockey. Call me 
crazy, but I'll explain why. 

With the excitement this 
brings comes some self contra- 
dicting on the National Hockey 
League's part. If the NHL is con- 
cerned with more goal scoring, 
this will not solve anything. 
Currently, overtimes are four on 
four and are usually wide open 
offensive efforts. Most times, 
three forwards are on the ice. 
Occasionally, in an inter confer- 
ence game, all four skaters are 
forwards. 

As it is now, you get one 
point in overtime for a tie and a 
loss in the extra session. The 
point for the loss is why we see 
this offensive storm in OT. But 
if the NHL really wanted fewer 
ties, I'd say try lengthening the 
overtime before something as 
drastic as a shootout is brought in. 
And eliminate the point for the 
loss. 

If a game isn't solved in 60 
minutes, I never saw what an 
extra five minutes would do. 


hurt players and the 
league alike. 


Breaking news: there actually is 


other sports news in America than 
Alex Rodriguez being traded to the 
New York Yankees. 


Yes, the deal that sent the best 


player in Major League Baseball to 
the Evil Empire seems to have 
changed theface of baseball, making 
the Yankees once again the team it 
seems no one can beat. 


Oh yeah, and it was also a slap in 


the face to the Red Sox and child-star 
general 
because they couldn’t land A-Rod a 
few months ago. 


manager Theo Epstein 


But the MLB was not the only 


league which took a hit in the past 
weeks. A judge ruled the NFL is not 
allowed to ban players from entering 
the NFL until their high school 
senior class is three years out of high 
school. 


For 13 years, the NFL has had a 


tule which stated a player had to be 
three years out of high school to be 
eligible for the NFL draft, thus fore- 
ing them to play two to three years of 
college football. 


That rule was challenged by 


embattled Ohio State sophomore 
halfback Maurice Clarett, 21, and in 


their chances 

Now, it is important 
to note that much of 
Clarett’s decision was 
based upon the fact 
after being suspended 
by the team for a year, 
because he lied to police 
about how much equip- 
ment was stolen from his car. He was 
facing another year away from foot- 
ball because it seems he also may 
have accepted money from an OSU 
football booster. 

Clarett probably wasn’t ever 
going to be back playing college ball, 
but he started talking about it before 
he got in trouble. 

Pittsburgh wide receiver Larry 
Fitzgerald, the best receiver in the 
nation and USC receiver Mike 
Williams followed him quickly. 

There is one difference between 
the two receivers and Clarett; they 
are ready to play in the NFL. Both 
have been dominant in their two 
years in college, where Clarett had 
one good year which was filled with 
injuries. 

Ultimately, everyone knows why 
these players and many others will 
soon be entering the draft. It’s all 
about the money. 

These players see they can 
become rich very soon and don’t 
want to wait a few years playing in 
college. 

While it probably isn’t fair to say 
players shouldn’t be allowed to be 
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There is no way a player can 
go from high school to the 
pros, it is just impossible 


play the game and become physical- 
ly and mentally ready for the pros. 

For players, if they start playing 
only a year of college ball, or none at 
all, they won’t be as physically pre- 
pared for the NFL and even worse, 
they won’t be as familiar with the 
game. 

For the NFL, they would lose out 
on star players who never fulfill their 
potential because they entered the 
NFL too early. 

The NFL can take care of this 
quickly by not drafting players out of 
high school and only few who leave 
college too early. I’m not suggesting 
collusion, just not drafting them. 
This isn’t the NBA or NHL, it just 
doesn’t make sense to draft in poten- 
tial alone. 

Players can play in the NFL at 
18. LeBron James and Kobe Bryant 
did. Players can make it in the NHL 
as a teenager, Joe Thorton did, but tit 
just isn't the case in the NFL. The 
players are just too big and strong. 

The NFL is mainly upset 
because they will lose money, but it 
also comes down to the fact they 
could be losing the next Micheal 


a ruling that ESPN NFL annalist Len 
Pasquarelli called grossly misin- 
formed, a judge ruled in favor of 
Clarett and was made eligible for the 
draft. 


Vick, because he never learned the 
game. 

Take it from a former high school 
football player, there is no way a 
player can go from high school foot- 


drafted, there are reasons it will hurt 
all involved if too many players enter 
the draft. 

In all accounts, college football 


Make it ten minutes and it could 
cut in half the number of ties. 

If that doesn’t work then try 
the shootout. Sure, it would be an 


The only thing barring goalies 
from doing that is to increase the 
amount of icing penalties, and 
that is actually worse. 


It would be far more exciting 
to make the goalies leave the net 
and see what happens, not force 
them to stay inside. 

One change which would 
help the NHL would be to 
increase ice size like in the 2001 
Olympic Games. More skating in 
a wide-opened game would make 
things a lot more interesting. 


exciting novelty, but this is too 
big of a change to the game, 
which should be solved with the 
sides skating against each other. 
Not one on one. 

What would I like to see 
implemented? Widen the blue 
and red lines12” to create bigger 
passing lanes and less offsides. 
The result: more offense. 


Q uestion 3 What 
famous Celtic player 
played second base for 


the Toronto Blue Jays? 


Last week's answer: 


The judge ruled it was illegal for 


the NFL to not allow players to enter 


is the minor leagues for the NFL. It is 
in college were players learning to 


ball to the pros, it is just impossible. 


Player has big dream 


NECC ballplayer 
still has big league 
dreams 


By Stacy CARIGAN 
Contributing Reporter 


Haverhill 
boy and NECC 
second  base- 
man Francisco 
Baez says that 
he can’t wait 
for the upcom- 
ing baseball 
season to 


begin. 

Like most every boy who has 
ever played Little League 
Baseball or simply taken in the 


wonderful sights and sounds of 


Fenway Park, Baez fell in love 
with baseball as a child, and has 
dreamed of playing in the Major 
Leagues since he was a nine-year- 
old. 

“My favorite part of baseball 
is that it’s a sport that takes com- 
plete concentration and patience 
in order to be successful,” said 
Baez. 

Baez said as he grew older, he 


chose baseball as his sport 
because he didn’t like the emo- 
tions of sports such as football 
and basketball, and preferred the 
controlled focus of baseball. 

“Playing baseball has taught 
me to work with other people and 
work with a team,” Baez stated. 
“From it I learned how to deal 
with pressure in different situa- 
tion and how to focus when I need 
to.” 

Baez is a business major at 
Northern Essex, and plans to 
move on to a four-year school 
once his time at NECC is over. 
Once he does move on, he plans 
to continue playing the sport he 
loves. 

When he is not on the baseball 
field, he spends a great deal of the 
time in the gym and works at 
Renoza Manor Nursing home. 
Like most other guys his age, he 


also enjoys video games and 
movies. 

He lives at home with his par- 
ents and sister Emily, a senior at 
Haverhill High who is looking to 
attend Northeastern in the fall. 

Since Baez knows his dream 
of playing professional baseball 
will be a very difficult one to 
achieve, he said that he has no 
problem one day entering the 
field of business. 

“T won’t mind being a busi- 
ness man some day, as long, but 
only if I can coach college base- 
ball at the same time,” Baez state. 

But right now he is far from 
ready to hang up his cleats and 
call ita career. It may be a far-off 
dream, but he still hopes to one- 
day step onto the infield dirt of 
Fenway and fulfill every little 
kid’s dream. 


ee 


Baseball has taught me how to work 
with people and work with a team. 


—Francisco Baez 
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NECC hosts nail-biting championship 


Despite both NECC teams failing 
to qualify, Northern Essex played 
host to the 2004 Massachusetts 
Community College Athletic 
Conference Men’s and Women’s 
State Basketball tournament on 
Saturday, Feb. 21 and Sunday, Feb. 
23; 

The men’s final was a nail-biter, 
with second ranked Massasoit jump- 
ing out to an early 10-point lead on 
fourth-ranked Quinsigamond. 

Just as it seemed that it would be 
a blow-out, Quinsigamond made a 
furious comeback, led by guard 
Aaron Baxter, who led all scorers 
with 21 points. 

But back came the Warriors, as 
forward Mike Kimble took contro], 
scoring most of his team-high 20 
points in the second half. 

Quinsigamond kept playing 
tough, and the score was tied going 
into the final minutes. 

However, a few threes down the 
stretch and tough defense put 


Quinsigamond’s Torin Robbins attempts to finish off a lay-up as he is fouled by 


Massasoit’s Mike Kimble (#44). 


Massasoit on top to stay, winning 76- 
70. 

“It was a great finish,” said 
NECC athletic director Sue 
MacAvoy. “It showed that the best 
two teams were in the game.” 

In the men’s semifinals, fourth 
seated Quinsigamond upset first 
ranked Springfield Tech in the first 
game. In the second game, second- 
ranked Massasoit made it to the 
finals, defeating _ third-ranked 
Roxbury. 

Massasoit freshman forward 
Stephane Abelard took home the 
tournament Most valuable player 
award. 

The women’s final was not quite 
as close, as Bunker Hill 
Bunker Hill 65-55. 

Bunker Hill defeated Springfield 
Tech. in the semifinals. Hilyoke got a 


defeated 


bye to the finals. 


-David Willis 
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Ryan Frassica of Massasoit airs over all opponents to put in a basket during the first half of the 
MCCAC championship game. 
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Keith Baxter (#11) of Quinsigamond uses a cross-over move on Massasoit’s 
Stephane Abelard (#32). 


